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The Massachusetts Genealogical Council 
BODY of LIBERTIES 

Approved by the Massachusetts Bay Colony General Court in 1639 and published in 1641. 

“Every inhabitant of the Countrie shall have free libertie to search or veewe any Rooles, 
Records, or Regesters of any Court or Office except the Councell, And to have a transcript or 

exemplification thereof written examined, and signed by the hand of the officer or of the office 
paying the appointed fees therefore.” 

The Massachusetts Genealogical Council (MGC) was founded in 1980 and is the umbrella 
organization representing Massachusetts genealogists, historical societies, and individuals 
concerned about records preservation and free and unfettered access to civil records. MGC 
serves as the records access watchdog and provides a reality check for the Massachusetts 
legislature regarding access issues. Thanks in large part to efforts by MGC, genealogists are able 
to access Massachusetts vital records easily. 

MGC works hard on behalf of genealogists. The organization 

• monitors legislative and administrative activities of governmental agencies which affect
genealogists;

• sponsors and presents legislation and programs designed to expand the resources and
accessibility of services;

• develops and promotes the growth, education and exchange of ideas among persons
and organizations interested in the pursuit of genealogy; and

• provides educational activities to advance genealogy.

As just one example, during the 2010 legislative session, MGC successfully opposed a bill that 
would have closed access to all vital records since 1841. That’s no typo, the year in the bill was 
1841.  

MGC regularly communicates about Massachusetts and federal legislative activities concerning 
records preservation and access in several ways: through the MGC Sentinel, our blog, electronic 
email bulletins, educational seminars, and the MGC Newsletter. 

Please visit us at www.massgencouncil.org to learn more about our activities and to contact us. 
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Position Name Email 
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(WMGS) 

Jeanne Leblond 
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Rest in Peace 
Mary Elizabeth Choppa 

26 April 2021 

It is with great sadness we announce the death of our 
beloved member, Mary Choppa. Her heart gave way... it's 
just not possible. Mary was the heart of TIARA for so long. 
As many of you know, Mary had been struggling with health 
issues the last few years. Mary's heart gave way after a 
kidney dialysis treatment on April 26th. 

A member of TIARA for over twenty-years, Mary was 
involved from the beginning bringing cookies to meetings 
and helping out at festivals. Her "Can Do" spirit was 
recognized early and Mary was invited to join the Board as 
Recording Secretary. Mary moved on becoming Vice 
President, interim Newsletter Editor and President of TIARA. 

Naming those positions only tells part of the story. Mary sent out a text to a TIARA member the 
day before her death "If I was skinny and mentally stable I'd be unstoppable...Y'all are lucky I'M 
squishy and crazy..." Mary WAS unstoppable! In addition to those TIARA Board positions, Mary 
took on many committee responsibilities and quickly rose to leadership positions. The original 
chair, and long term member, of the Trip Committee, Mary helped plan trips at home and abroad 
and led several to Ireland.  

Mary was the face of TIARA at many events: making arrangements, setting up and tending the 
TIARA booth. Mary encouraged memberships and responded to questions by providing research 
advice. All with her unique Midwestern warmth. It was Mary's warmth, her love for TIARA and 
her drive to form alliances with others in the genealogical community that inspired Mary to take 
on leadership roles with FGS and her long term involvement with NERGC. 

The crown jewel for Mary was bringing to reality the Celtic Connections Conference. This was her 
dream to create a conference focused on Celtic genealogy and culture. In fulfilling this concept 
she reached out to partner with IGSI of Minnesota. Starting in 2014 she co-chaired four very 
successful biennial conferences, filling a gap in Celtic genealogical education. At the time of her 
passing she was leading the planning for the 2022 conference to be hosted alone by TIARA. 

The alliances and friendships Mary established during the Celtic Connections Conferences, in 
other organizations, and most importantly here at TIARA, were treasured by Mary and by those 
of us lucky enough to know her! We owe her a debt of gratitude for the people and organizations 
she nurtured and the legacy she created.  

This tribute to Mary Choppa first appeared in a FaceBook post by TIARA on 27 April 2021. 
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In Memoriam 
Helen Frances Schatvet Ullmann, CG®, FASG 

9 October 2021 

We are deeply saddened to learn of the passing of 
Helen Schatvet Ullmann of Acton, Massachusetts, on 
Saturday, 9 October 2021 at the age of 83.  

Helen was born in Brooklyn, New York, on November 
30, 1937, to Charles Einar Schatvet and Marjorie 
Stevens Schatvet. The family moved to Darien, 
Connecticut, when she was a young child. An endlessly 
curious lover of learning, she earned her BA in History 
from Mount Holyoke College in 1959, and later 
continued with an MA in Literature from Northwestern 
University in 1969. She met Laurence (“Laurie”) 
Ullmann, a student of Physics at Amherst, at a college 
mixer where they were paired up by height, and 
married him on August 29, 1959 in Darien, CT. 
Together they shared a love of the outdoors and went 
canoe camping for their honeymoon at the Rangely 
Lakes in Maine. 

They would also come to share a love and commitment to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, which they joined in 1968. This community and faith would offer Helen a new 
outlet and spiritual purpose for her interests: she would serve as president of the local Relief 
Society (women’s association), become the organist for her ward for many years, and channel 
her love of history and solving mysteries into the pursuit of genealogy, which also bore a 
spiritual mission for temple work in the church. 

This began a lengthy, accomplished, and distinguished career. Helen became a member of the 
New England Historical Genealogical Society (NEHGS) in 1968, for which she would later serve 
on the Council, and a Certified Genealogist in 1990, specializing in Southern New England and 
Norwegian research. She has published some twenty books and hundreds of articles. Her first 
major book, Descendants of Peter Mills of Windsor, Connecticut, published in 1998, won the 
Donald Lines Jacobus Award, one of many awards she would come to receive for her steadfast 
work. She also served as editor in numerous capacities, such as for the NEHGS Register and 
the Connecticut Nutmegger. In 2005, she was elected a Fellow of the American Society of 
Genealogists, an honor she was thrilled to accept, and which was well-deserved. Her fellow 
genealogists have described her as “a selfless and gracious colleague, and a tenacious and 
perceptive researcher.” 
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Sponsors 
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Is proud to support the 
Massachusetts Genealogical Council’s 

2022 biennial seminar. 

In the spirit of “Connections”, Xerox encourages its 
employees to volunteer where they work and live, as 

part of a national Xerox Community Involvement 
Program (XCIP). Xerox employees are empowered to 
connect with their communities and choose where to 

direct their effort. You are encouraged to volunteer too. 

Xerox™ is a trademark of Xerox Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. 
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Find your roots in the Bay State with the 

MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS, INC. 
Educate Collaborate Preserve 

We have chapters in four areas of the state: 
Bristol, Merrimack Valley, Middlesex, and Worcester 

and we would love to add more chapters! 

Each chapter meets monthly September through June. 
The Society’s annual meeting is held in November. 

Our journal, MASSOG, indexed in PERSI, is in its 41st year of publication. 

Find us online 

Facebook www.msoginc.org Instagram LinkedIn 
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“Door” Prizes 

Separate prizes each week! 
A genealogy seminar wouldn't be a Seminar without “door” prizes—the prizes are real but the 
tickets and process are virtual. 

We will have drawings for prizes (including many books) throughout the Seminar. Instructions 
for electronically placing a virtual ticket in the buckets for the prizes will be emailed to those 
who registered for the Seminar each Sunday. You have until 2:00 PM on Friday of that week to 
specify your choice. Names will be randomly chosen from those indicating interest in a specific 
prize. Winners will be announced the following Sunday! 

Over 25 prizes have been generously donated so far. 

Many Thanks To These Generous Donors 
Member Societies 

American Ancestors / NEHGS 
David Allen Lambert Library (DALL) 
Essex Society of Genealogists (ESOG) 
Friends of Irish Research (FIR) 
Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Greater Boston (JGSGB) 
New Bedford Historical Society 
(NBHS) 
The Irish Ancestral Research 
Association (TIARA) 

Corporations 
FamilyTreeDNA 
Genealogical.com 

Individuals 
Judith Allen Shaw 
Konnor Crew 
Susan O’Connor 
Anonymous 
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Schedule of LIVE Events in April 

Live Presentations Chats Workshops Track Talks At-A-Glance 

Levels: [N] Novice, [N-I] Novice to intermediate, [I] Intermediate, [I-A] Intermediate to Advanced, [A] Advanced, [All] All 

All Live Events in Chronological Order 
Date Time Event 

Friday, April 1 11:00 AM EDT ORIENTATION: Navigating the Seminar Web Pages 
6:00 PM EDT ORIENTATION: Navigating the Seminar Web Pages 

Saturday, April 2 7:00 AM EDT Seminar Opens – Recorded Sessions are available for viewing 
9:00 AM EDT ORIENTATION: Navigating the Seminar Web Pages 

11:00 AM EDT Keynote: John D. Warner, Archivist of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

Tuesday, April 5 7:00 PM EDT CHAT: Technology with Alec Ferretti, Susan M. O’Connor, and 
Jennifer Zinck 

Wednesday, April 6 7:00 PM EDT WORKSHOP: Susan M. O’Connor - Finding Family History 
Evidence in Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps [I] 

Thursday, April 7 7:00 PM EDT TRACK TALK: Technology and Cultural Tracks 

Saturday, April 9 2:00 PM EDT SOCIETY SHOWCASE: Connect with Member Societies 

Tuesday, April 12 7:00 PM EDT CHAT: Cultural with Thomas Green, Michael J. Leclerc, Alice 
Nash, Adina Newman, and John Warner 

Wednesday, April 13 7:00 PM EDT WORKSHOP: Kathleen Kaldis, Researching Your Revolutionary 
Roots [I] 

Tuesday, April 19 7:00 PM EDT CHAT: Repositories with Marta Crilly, Janis Duffy, Kimberly 
Toney, and Jessy Wheeler 

Wednesday, April 20 7:00 PM EDT WORKSHOP: Michael J. Leclerc, CG®, Mining Massachusetts 
Town Records [I] 

Thursday, April 21 7:00 PM EDT TRACK TALK: Repositories, Town & County Records, and 
Unique Records Tracks 

Monday, April 25 7:00 PM EDT Dr. Stephen Morse - Getting Ready for the 1950 Census: 
Searching with and without a Name Index [All] 

Tuesday, April 26 7:00 PM EDT CHAT: Unique Records with Margaret R. Fortier, Kathleen 
Kaldis, and Margaret R. Sullivan 

Wednesday, April 27 7:00 PM EDT WORKSHOP: Margaret R. Fortier, CG® - Using Catholic Church 
Records in Massachusetts [I] 

Thursday, April 28 7:00 PM EDT CHAT: Town & County Records with Michael J. Leclerc, Beth 
Finch McCarthy, Rhonda R. McClure, and Claire Smith 

Saturday, April 30 4:00 PM EDT Seminar Closing – Surprises Galore 
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Orientation 
Date Time Event 

Friday, April 1 11:00 AM EDT 
6:00 PM EDT 

Navigating the Seminar Web Pages 
Navigating the Seminar Web Pages 

Saturday, April 2 9:00 AM EDT Navigating the Seminar Web Pages 

Live Presentations 
Date Time Event 

Saturday, April 2 11:00 AM EDT Keynote: John D. Warner, Archivist of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

Monday, April 25 7:00 PM EDT Dr. Stephen Morse - Getting Ready for the 1950 Census: 
Searching with and without a Name Index [All] 

Saturday, April 30 4:00 PM EDT Seminar Closing – Surprises Galore 

Chats 
Date Time Event 

Tuesday, April 5 7:00 PM EDT Technology with Alec Ferretti, Susan M. O’Connor, and 
Jennifer Zinck 

Tuesday, April 12 7:00 PM EDT Cultural with Thomas Green, Michael J. Leclerc, Alice Nash, 
Adina Newman, and John Warner 

Tuesday, April 19 7:00 PM EDT Repositories with Marta Crilly, Janis Duffy, Kimberly Toney, 
and Jessy Wheeler 

Tuesday, April 26 7:00 PM EDT Unique Records with Margaret R. Fortier, Kathleen Kaldis, and 
Margaret R. Sullivan 

Thursday, April 28 7:00 PM EDT Town & County Records with Michael J. Leclerc, Beth Finch 
McCarthy, Rhonda R. McClure, and Claire Smith 

Workshops 
Date Time Event 

Wednesday, April 6 7:00 PM EDT Susan M. O’Connor - Finding Family History Evidence in 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps [I] 

Wednesday, April 13 7:00 PM EDT Kathleen Kaldis - Researching Your Revolutionary Roots [I] 

Wednesday, April 20 7:00 PM EDT Michael J. Leclerc, CG® - Mining Massachusetts Town Records 
[I] 

Wednesday, April 27 7:00 PM EDT  Margaret R. Fortier, CG® - Using Catholic Church Records in 
Massachusetts [I] 

Track Talks 
Date Time Event 

Thursday, April 7 7:00 PM EDT Technology and Cultural Tracks 
Thursday, April 21 7:00 PM EDT Repositories, Town & Country Records, Unique Records 

Tracks 
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LIVE Presentations 
Dr. John Warner 

Riders in the Storm: A History of the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Cavalry ................99  
Dr. Stephen Morse 

The 1950 Census: Searching with and without a Name Index .......................................73. 

Sessions by Track 
Culture Track 

Thomas Green 
History of the Massachusett Tribe [All] ..........................................................................43  

Michael J. Leclerc, CG® 
French Canadians in the American Revolution [All] ........................................................49  

Alice Nash 
Indigenous Peoples in the Archives [N-I] .........................................................................77  

Dr. Adina Newman 
Conducting Jewish Genealogical Research in Massachusetts [All] .................................79  

John Warner 
Riders in the Storm: Researching Your Civil War Ancestors [All] ....................................99  

Repositories Track 
Marta Crilly 

Old Records Made New: Using Newly Accessible Records  .............................................  29 
at the Boston City Archives[All] 

Janis P. Duffy 
Passengers Lists for the Port of Boston, 1848-1891 [All] ............................................    ....33 

Kimberly Toney 
Exploring your Ancestry at the American Antiquarian Society [All] .................................97  

Jessy Wheeler 
An Overview of Genealogy Resources at the Boston Public Library [All] .......................117  

Technology Track 
Alec Ferretti 

Thinking Outside the (Search) Box: Ancestry Search Strategies [I] .................................. 35 
Susan M. O'Connor 

Pinpointing Your Ancestors Using Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps [All] .............................83  
Jennifer Zinck 

Tools & Techniques for Connecting with DNA Matches [All] ..........................................125  

MGC 2022 Virtual Seminar - CONNECTIONS 17



Massachusetts Town Records [N-I] .................................................................................53  
Beth Finch McCarthy 

Who Lyeth There? Digging Up Colonial New England Ancestor Records [I] ...................57  
Rhonda McClure 

Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 6th Edition [All] ............................69  
Claire Smith 

Piecing it Together – Uncovering a Family Secret in Massachusetts [All] ......................91  

Unique Records Track 
Margaret R. Fortier, CG® 

Catholic Records in Massachusetts [I]...........................................................................       39 
Kathleen Kaldis 

Huzzah! Researching Your Revolutionary Roots [All] .....................................................45  
Margaret Sullivan 

Crowd Sourcing the Lives of the 1919 Boston Police Strikers [All] ..................................95  
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Speakers 

Kabria Baumgartner 
Kabria Baumgartner is the Dean's Associate 

Professor of History and Africana Studies as well 
as Associate Director of Public History at 
Northeastern University. She is a historian of 
the nineteenth-century United States, 
specializing in the history of education and 
African American women’s and gender history. 
She is the author of the award-winning book, In 
Pursuit of Knowledge: Black Women and 
Educational Activism in Antebellum America, 
which tells the story of Black girls and women 
who fought for their educational rights in the 
nineteenth-century Northeast.  

Her research has been supported by the 
Spencer Foundation, the National Academy of 
Education, and the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. 

She has also published numerous scholarly 
articles and book chapters, and her popular 
writing has been featured in the Washington 
Post, WBUR’s Cognoscenti, and Historic New 
England Magazine. 

She is writing a book about Black youth and 
the fight for civil rights in nineteenth-century 
Boston. 

Presentation 
Searching for Sarah: Education, Activism, 

and Archival Research in Boston [I] 

Marta Crilly 
Marta Crilly is the Archivist for Reference 

and Outreach for the Boston City Archives. She 
manages the Archives’ research services, 
outreach program, and digital preservation and 
access program.  

Marta earned an M.S in Library Science and 
M.A in History from Simmons University. Her
professional interests include cultural heritage
and community memory, family and local
history, outreach to under-served user

communities, and cross-institutional 
collaborations. 

Presentation 
Old Records Made New: Using Newly 

Accessible Records at the Boston City 
Archives [All] 

Chat 
Repositories, Tuesday, April 19, at 7:00 PM 

EDT 

Janis P. Duffy 
Janis is a retired Archivist from the 

Massachusetts Maritime Academy and a former 
Reference Supervisor at the Massachusetts 
State Archives. While at the Mass. Archives she 
assisted genealogists with their research and 
was instrumental in the creation of an online 
index of the Boston Passenger List cross 
references against the more than 1.1 million 
index cards crated by the WPA for these 
records. Janis continues to work on the online 
index in her retirement. She gave lectures 
throughout the state on the holdings of both 
Archives. She has 18 grandchildren and 3 great-
grandchildren. Janis loves to travel and is 
looking forward to getting back to Ireland. 

Presentation 
Passenger Lists for the Port of Boston 

1848-1891 [All] 
Chat 

Repositories, Tuesday, April 19, at 7:00 PM 
EDT 

Alec Ferretti 
Alec Ferretti is a New York City-based 

professional genealogist, who works for the 
Wells Fargo Family & Business History Center, 
researching family histories for high-net-worth 
clients. He is a graduate of NYU and LIU’s dual 
master’s program, with degrees in archives and 
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library science. Throughout his studies, he 
worked in various capacities in archives 
throughout New York City, including the 
Tamiment Library and the New-York Historical 
Society.  

Alec specializes in the genealogy of 20th 
century immigrants to the United States 
alongside Italian genealogy, while dabbling in 
Latin American and Jewish Genealogy. Alec is a 
regular lecturer at genealogical societies in the 
New York area and has presented at numerous 
conferences around the United States. He 
serves as the President of the New York 
Genealogy & Technology Group, an informal 
organization which meets bimonthly to discuss 
topics brought forth by members. Alec was 
serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Association of Professional Genealogists, and on 
the Board of Reclaim the Records, a nonprofit 
dedicated to wrangling public records from 
restrictive government agencies. Alec’s passion 
is records access, and he dedicates much of his 
spare time to projects - sanctioned through 
Reclaim the Records or independently - which 
seek to ensure public records remain public. 

Presentation 
Thinking Outside the (Search) Box: 

Ancestry Search Strategies [I] 
Chat 

Technology, Tuesday, April 5, at 7:00 PM 
EDT 

Margaret R. Fortier, CG® 
Margaret Rose Fortier is a Board-certified 

genealogical researcher, writer, and lecturer. 
Named for her grandmothers, and inspired by 
her mother's phenomenal memory, she has 
been researching for 20 years. She specializes in 
immigrant ancestors in New England.  

A graduate of Boston College and Bentley 
University, she holds a Certificate in 
Genealogical Research from Boston University. 
She serves on the board of the Association of 
Professional Genealogists and chairs the Board 
for Certification of Genealogists (BCG) Webinar 
Committee. 

She is the instructor for a course on Catholic 
Records offered through the Applied Genealogy 
Institute this spring. 

Presentation 
Catholic Records in Massachusetts [I] 

Workshop 
Using Catholic Records in Massachusetts [I] 
Wednesday, April 27, at 7:00 PM 

Chat 
Unique Records, Tuesday, April 26, at 7:00 

PM EDT 

Thomas Green 
Thomas Green has been a member of the 

Massachusett Tribe at Ponkapoag Tribal Council 
since 2005 and currently serves as its vice 
president. He is an indigenous educator and 
artist, specializing in the indigenous history in 
Massachusetts. He is an expert consultant in 
indigenous land acknowledgement. Green’s 
ancestors lived in what is now North Weymouth 
for thousands of ears. Working with the various 
departments in the town of Weymouth, 
Thomas was instrumental in having interpretive 
signs installed in the Weymouth Wetlands and 
Woodlands site in October 2021 which tell the 
story of the Massachusett Tribe, the first English 
Settlement in Wessagusset and the 
incorporation of Weymouth. 

Presentation 
History of the Massachusett Tribe [All] 

Chat 
Cultural, Tuesday, April 12, at 7:00 PM EDT 

Kathleen Kaldis 
A professional genealogist and speaker who 

is known as The Ancestor Finder. Her interest in 
genealogy started at a young age when she 
heard stories about how her great great-
grandfather, who was born on Cape Breton 
Island, came to Boston to build Fenway Park. Go 
SOX! Her enthusiasm shines through when she 
shares her passion of genealogy with her clients 
and audiences. She has worked as a genealogist 
at the New England Historic Genealogical 
Society and currently takes on private clients in 
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forensic genealogical cases. Kathleen is an 
instructor in the Military Records Course 
offered through the Institute of Genealogy and 
Historical Research. She holds a Certificate in 
Genealogical Research from Boston University 
and has successfully completed many advanced 
level genealogical institute courses. Her areas of 
expertise are: Lineage, Forensic, and Maritime 
Research.  

Presentation 
Huzzah! Researching Your Revolutionary 
Roots [All] 

Workshop 
Huzzah! Digging Deeper in Mass. 

Revolutionary War Records [I] 
Wednesday, April 13, at 7:00 PM 

Chat 
Unique Records, Tuesday, April 26, at 7:00 

PM EDT 

Michael J. Leclerc, CG®

Michael J. Leclerc, CG, (He/Him) is an 
internationally renowned genealogist, author of 
numerous articles for magazines and journals, 
and a popular presenter around the world. He 
worked at NEHGS, Mocavo, and FindMyPast 
before starting Genealogy Professor 
(www.genprof.net). 

He is author of the “Crafting Family 
Histories” chapter in ProGen:PPS as well as 
numerous articles in scholarly journals and 
popular magazines. He is editor of Genealogical 
Writing in the 21st Century: A Guide to Register 
Style and More, Second Edition (with Henry 
Hoff) and the Genealogist's Handbook for New 
England Research, Fifth Edition. He was a 
contributing editor for American Ancestors, and 
a consulting editor for the New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register. He is 
currently managing editor of the Association of 
Professional Genealogists Quarterly. 

Presentations 
French Canadians and the American 

Revolution 
Massachusetts Town Records 

Workshop 

Mining Massachusetts Town Records 
Wednesday, April 20, at 7:00 PM 

Chats 
Cultural, Tuesday, April 12, at 7:00 PM EDT 
Town & Country Records, Thursday, April 

28, at 7:00 PM EDT 

Beth Finch McCarthy 
Beth is a professional genealogist and 

speaker who solves genealogical puzzles and 
teaches family history research. Her specialties 
are family history compilation and colonial New 
England research. In addition to her catalog of 
current presentations, she designs programs to 
address individual topics of interest for 
genealogy groups and societies. Beth's eclectic 
immigrant family line comprises Puritans and 
Merchant Adventurers from the 1600s, German 
pioneers and New England patriots from the 
1700s, and British glovemakers and Swedish 
engineers from the 1800s.  

Beth earned her undergraduate degree in 
Economics at Wellesley College and has a 
background in training and development. She 
also holds a certificate from the Genealogical 
Research program at Boston University's Center 
for Professional Education and is a member of 
the Association of Professional Genealogists. 
Beth currently lives in Northborough, 
Massachusetts, and owns BFM Genealogical 
Research, LLC. 

Presentation: 
Who Lyeth There? Digging Up Colonial 

New England Ancestor Records [I] 
Chat 

Town & Country Records, Thursday, April 
28, at 7:00 PM EDT 

Rhonda McClure 
Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist, is a 

nationally recognized professional genealogist 
and lecturer. Before joining American 
Ancestors/NEHGS in 2006, she ran her own 
genealogical business for 18 years. She was a 
contributing editor for Heritage Quest 
Magazine, Biography magazine and was a 
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contributor to The History Channel Magazine 
and American History Magazine. In addition to 
numerous articles, she is the author of twelve 
books including the award-winning The 
Complete Idiot’s Guide to Online Genealogy, 
Finding your Famous and Infamous Ancestors, 
and Digitizing Your Family History. She is the 
editor of the newly released 6th edition of the 
Genealogist’s Handbook for New England 
Research. When she isn’t researching and 
writing about family history, she spends her 
time writing about ice hockey, covering 
collegiate to NHL teams and a couple of 
international teams. Her work has allowed her 
the privilege of attending and covering the 2018 
Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang, Korea and the 
2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo, Japan. 

Rhonda’s areas of expertise include 
immigration and naturalization, late 19th and 
early 20th century urban research, missionaries 
(primarily in association with the American 
Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions), 
State Department Federal records, New 
England, Mid-West, Southern, German, Italian, 
Scottish, Irish, French Canadian, and New 
Brunswick research as well as Internet research, 
genealogical software and online trees (FTM, 
RootsMagic, Reunion, AncesTrees, etc.), digital 
peripherals, and uses both Mac and Windows 
machines. 

Presentation 
Genealogy Research in New England [All] 

Chat 
Town & Country Records, Thursday, April 

28, at 7:00 PM EDT 

Dr. Stephen Morse 
Stephen Morse is the creator of the One-

Step Website for which he has received both 
the Lifetime Achievement Award and the 
Outstanding Contribution Award from the 
International Association of Jewish Genealogical 
Societies, Award of Merit from the National 
Genealogical Society, first-ever Excellence 
Award from the Association of Professional 
Genealogists, and two awards that he cannot 
pronounce from Polish genealogical societies. 

In his other life Morse is a computer 
professional with a doctorate degree in 
electrical engineering. He has held various 
research, development, and teaching positions, 
authored numerous technical papers, written 
four textbooks, and holds four patents. He is 
best known as the architect of the Intel 8086 
(the granddaddy of today's Pentium processor), 
which sparked the PC revolution more than 40 
years ago. 

Presentation 
LIVE: Getting Ready for the 1950 Census: 
Searching with and without a Name Index 
[All] 
NOTE: This presentation will be given live on 
Monday, April 25, at 7:00 PM EST. It will not 
be recorded or available for viewing. 

Alice Nash 
Alice Nash is an Associate Professor of 

History at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. She holds a Ph.D. in History from 
Columbia University (1997) and an M.A. in 
American and New England Studies from 
Boston University (1989). Her research interests 
range from the impact of colonization on family 
and gender relations in Wabanaki history 
before 1800 to current issues such as the U.N. 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. She 
has published numerous articles on 
northeastern Native American history including 
three in French translation in the Quebec 
journal Recherches amérindiennes au Québec 
(RAQ). In 2003-2004 she was awarded the first 
Fulbright-Université de Montréal Distinguished 
Chair. During this year, she served on the RAQ 
editorial board and taught a course on the 
Deerfield Raid of 1704, connecting New England 
and New France. Her most recent publication is 
an essay on “Indigenous Peoples of the 
Americas to 1900,” published in The Routledge 
Handbook to the History and Society of the 
Americas (Routledge 2019) which she co-edited 
with Olaf Kaltmeier, Josef Raab, Michael 
Stewart Foley, Stefan Rinke and Mario Rufer. 
She is the recipient of four grants from the 
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National Endowment for the Humanities (2013, 
2015, 2017, and 2019) to serve as director or 
co-director of Teaching Native American 
Histories, a Summer Institute for K-12 teachers 
drawn from a national pool of applicants. Her 
current project is a contextual biography of an 
African American fashion designer, dancer, and 
drummer who lived in Greenwich Village after 
World War II; the project website is 
www.legip.org. 

Adina Newman, EdD 
Adina Newman, EdD, is the owner of My 

Family Genie, where she assists clients with 
their research and blogs about her own family 
history. Her main interests are in Jewish 
genealogy, genetic genealogy, and New 
England. She has a doctorate in educational 
leadership and the certificate in genealogical 
research from Boston University. She is also a 
graduate of ProGen50. She volunteers as a 
Facebook moderator for a Jewish genetic 
genealogy group, Social Media Coordinator for 
NextGen Genealogy Network. She was also a 
2020 recipient of the AncestryProGenealogists 
scholarship. 

Presentation 
Conducting Jewish Genealogical Research 

in Massachusetts [All] 
Chat 

Cultural, Tuesday, April 12, at 7:00 PM EDT 

Susan M. O'Connor 
Susan O’Connor has been involved in 

genealogy since before she was born! When her 
parents announced their engagement, a distant 
relative declared “Maurice Bowler’s daughter 
has no business keeping company with Katie 
Manning’s son!” Testimony from an Irish 
missionary priest in Georgia enabled her 
parents to marry but it was only on their 60th 
wedding anniversary when Susan presented 
them with a detailed pedigree chart that they 
learned they were actually 3rd cousins. Susan 
has researched her family in Ireland, Australia, 
and the United States and those of her husband 

from French Canada for over 20 years. She 
holds a Certificate in Genealogy Research from 
Boston University and is a graduate of the 
ProgGen professional genealogy study group. 

Prior to her "retirement" in 2014, Susan was 
for 13 years the Executive Director of the 
Timothy Smith Network (TSN), a regional 
consortium of community technology centers in 
the greater Roxbury section of Boston working 
toward the community’s economic 
advancement through technology proficiency. 
She was the Transition Manager of Boston 
Neighborhood Network (BNN), Boston’s Public 
Access TV Station from 2017 to 2019. She also 
has over 25 years’ experience in technology and 
program development, IT support and training 
in the banking industry. As an undergraduate, 
she majored in mathematics, physics and 
secondary education at Mount Mary College in 
Milwaukee, WI. Susan received a Master of 
Science in Training & Development in 1994 from 
Lesley University. 

Currently Susan is the Treasurer or NEAPG 
and the President of the Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council. 

Presentation 
Pinpointing Your Ancestors Using Sanborn 

Fire Insurance Maps [All]] 
Workshop 

Family History Evidence in Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps [I] 

Wednesday, April 6, at 7:00 PM 
Chat 

Technology, Tuesday, April 5, at 7:00 PM 
EDT 

Claire Smith 
Claire is a professional genealogist with 

more than 20 years of experience in research, 
teaching, and lecturing.  

Her extensive research experience spans 
New England, Atlantic Canada, Ireland, England, 
and the West Indies including both traditional 
and DNA research. A former high-tech 
executive, Claire applies her technology skills to 
optimize her research, continually applying new 
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tools and innovative methodologies to her 
genealogy research.  

Claire is currently Director, Seminar 
Program Chair for the Massachusetts 
Genealogical Council.  

She is a graduate of the ProGen 
professional genealogy study group and holds 
certificates in “Genealogical Research” from 
Boston University and in “Genealogy and Family 
History” from the University of Washington. 
Claire is former President of the Bainbridge 
Island Genealogical Society. She lives in the 
Greater Boston Area. 

Presentation 
Piecing it Together - Uncovering a Family 

Secret in Massachusetts [All] 
Chat 

Town & Country Records, Thursday, April 
28, at 7:00 PM EDT 

Margaret R. Sullivan 
Margaret R. Sullivan is Records Manager & 

Archivist to the Boston Police Department. 
After hours, she has documented long forgotten 
line of duty, African American, Jewish, and early 
women officers. She collaborated with the 
UMass Boston Archives and a host of volunteers 
to document the 1100-plus men who 
participated in the 1919 Boston Police Strike. A 
Fellow at the Massachusetts Historical Society 
and former Vice-President of TIARA, Margaret 
has been researching her own ancestors for 25 
years. 

Presentation 
Crowdsource Genealogy: Documenting the 

1919 Boston Police Strikers [All] 
Chat 

Unique Records, Tuesday, April 26, at 7:00 
PM EDT 

Kimberly Toney 
Kimberly is head of readers’ services and 

Director of Indigenous Initiatives at the 
American Antiquarian Society. In addition to 
supervising the readers' services and reception 
staff, she works closely with readers and 

fellows, answering reference questions and 
making sure their research time in the reading 
room is well spent. She also organizes class 
visits to the Society. Kim has worked previously 
at the Center for Historic Architecture and 
Design at the University of Delaware and at the 
Newport Historical Society. She holds a B.A. 
from the University of Rhode Island and an M.A. 
from the University of Delaware. 

Presentation 
Exploring your Ancestry at the American 

Antiquarian Society [All] 
Chat 

Repositories, Tuesday, April 19, at 7:00 PM 
EDT 

John Warner 
John Warner has been the Archivist of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts for 25 years. 
He studied international politics at Georgetown 
University where he received a BS in Foreign 
Service. He holds a master’s degree in Library 
and Information Science from the University of 
Rhode Island. He received his Ph.D. from Boston 
College where he specialized in nineteenth 
century American history; his dissertation was 
titled: "Crossed Sabres, A History of the Fifth 
Massachusetts Volunteer Cavalry, An African-
American Regiment in the Civil War." 

Dr. Warner served in the U.S. Coast Guard 
Reserve for 30 years retiring in 2018 as the 
Chief of the Waterside Security Division, Port 
Security Unit 301 (Cape Cod). He is an adjunct 
professor of History at the Art Institute of 
Boston and the University of Massachusetts 
Boston. 

His new book, Riders in the Storm: The 
Triumphs and Tragedies of a Black Calvary 
Regiment in the Civil War, will be published in 
April 2022. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
LIVE: Riders in the Storm: A History of the 
Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Calvary 
April 2, 11:00 AM EDT 
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NOTE: This presentation will be given live on 
Saturday, April 2, at 1100 AM EST. It will not 
be recorded or available for viewing. 

Presentation 
Riders in the Storm: Researching Your Civil 

War Ancestors [All] 
Chat 

Cultural, Tuesday, April 12, at 7:00 PM EDT 

Jessy Wheeler 
Jessy Wheeler has been the Research 

Specialist in Genealogy at the Boston Public 
Library since 2018. She has worked at the BPL 
since 2007 in a variety of different positions, 
primarily doing reference work. Before the BPL 
she worked as a library assistant at the Fisher 
College Library in Boston. While Jessy is not a 
professional genealogist, she has been always 
been interested in family history and has been 
assisting library patrons with their genealogical 
research for most of her professional career. 
She holds a BA in English from Skidmore College 
and a MLIS from Simmons University. 

Presentation 
An Overview of Genealogy Resources at 

the Boston Public Library [All] 
Chat 

Repositories, Tuesday, April 19, at 7:00 PM 
EDT 

Jennifer Zinck, CG® 
Jennifer Zinck, CG® is a genealogical 

researcher, speaker, and educator who 
specializes in incorporating DNA results into 
genealogical research. Her traditional research 
focus is Connecticut and New England. Jennifer 
serves as the President of the Connecticut 
Professional Genealogists Council. She is a 
member of the faculty of the Boston University 
Center for Professional Education Genealogical 
Certificate Program as well as the Salt Lake 
Institute of Genealogy. Jennifer earned her 

credential from the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists in 2021. 

Presentation 
Tools & Techniques for Connecting with 

DNA Matches [All] 
Chat 

Technology, Tuesday, April 5, at 7:00 PM 
EDT 

Levels: 
[N] Novice
[N-I] Novice to intermediate
[I] Intermediate
[I-A] Intermediate to Advanced
[A] Advanced
[All] All 
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Session Materials and Handouts 

Marta Crilly 
Old Records Made New: Using Newly Accessible Records  ...........................................................29  
at the Boston City Archives[All] 

Janis P. Duffy 
Passengers Lists for the Port of Boston, 1848-1891 [All] ..............................................................33  

Alec Ferretti 
Thinking Outside the (Search) Box: Ancestry Search Strategies [I] ................................................35  

Margaret R. Fortier, CG® 
Catholic Records in Massachusetts [I]............................................................................................39  

Thomas Green 
History of the Massachusett Tribe [All] ..........................................................................................43  

Kathleen Kaldis 
Huzzah! Researching Your Revolutionary Roots [All] .....................................................................45  

Michael J. Leclerc, CG® 
French Canadians in the American Revolution [All] .......................................................................49  
Massachusetts Town Records [N-I] ................................................................................................53  

Beth Finch McCarthy 
Who Lyeth There? Digging Up Colonial New England Ancestor Records [I] ..................................57  

Rhonda McClure 
Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 6th Edition [All] ..........................................69  

Dr. Stephen Morse 
The 1950 CENSUS: Searching with and without a Name Index .....................................................73  

Alice Nash 
Indigenous Peoples in the Archives [N-I] ........................................................................................77  

Dr. Adina Newman 
Conducting Jewish Genealogical Research in Massachusetts [All] ................................................79  

Susan M. O'Connor 
Pinpointing Your Ancestors Using Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps [All] ...........................................83  

Claire Smith 
Piecing it Together – Uncovering a Family Secret in Massachusetts [All] .....................................91  

Margaret Sullivan 
Crowdsource Genealogy:  Documenting the 1919 Boston Police Strikers [All] ..............................95  

Kimberly Toney 
Exploring your Ancestry at the American Antiquarian Society [All] ...............................................97 

John Warner 
Riders in the Storm: A History of the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer Cavalry [All]........................99  
Riders in the Storm: Researching Your Civil War Ancestors [All] 

Jessy Wheeler 
An Overview of Genealogy Resources at the Boston Public Library [All] .....................................117  

Jennifer Zinck 
Tools & Techniques for Connecting with DNA Matches [All] .......................................................125  
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Kabria Baumgartner, Ph.D.  
Dean’s Associate Professor of History & Africana Studies 
Northeastern University 
k.baumgartner@northeastern.edu

“Searching for Sarah: Education, Activism, and Archival Research in Boston” 

Roberts v. City of Boston was probably the first equal school rights case in the United States. It 
involved a five-year-old African American girl named Sarah Roberts who was denied admission 
to the public school closest to her home in Boston's West End. Her father sued on her behalf, and 
the case wound its way through the courts, eventually reaching the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court. The Court ruled that Sarah's rights had not been violated and that the Boston 
school committee had established the Smith School, a perfectly competent public school 
exclusively for Black children.  

Much of the scholarship on this case completely loses sight of Sarah. Yet centering her reveals 
so much about education and activism in nineteenth-century Boston as well as archival research 
methods needed to begin to recover the experiences of African American children. This session 
details my own quest to learn more about Sarah by first studying the politics of the archive and 
then hunting down new sources, a journey that historians and genealogists alike regularly follow. 
What I've uncovered provides two important lessons: immerse yourself in the historical context, 
but check your assumptions at the door. 

Figure 1. “Colored scholars excluded from schools.”  
This illustration from the American Anti-Slavery Almanac (1839) 

depicts a man apparently barring an African American mother  
from leading her children into a schoolhouse.  

[From Baumgartner, In Pursuit of Knowledge, NYU Press, 2019] 
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Selected Primary Sources  

“Sarah C. Roberts vs. The City of Boston” in Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme 
Judicial Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Vol. V, edited by Luther S. Cushing 
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1852). 

Benjamin Roberts, Report of the Colored People of the City of Boston, on the Subject of 
Exclusive Schools (Boston, 1850). 

Death record of Sarah C. Laws, April 27, 1896, Orange, New Haven County, Connecticut, 
Registrar of Vital Statistics, Record of Deaths in the Town of Orange 1: 550, Town Clerk, 
Connecticut. 

Selected Secondary Sources 

Journal Articles 
Kabria Baumgartner, “Searching for Sarah: Black Girlhood, Education, and the Archive,” 
History of Education Quarterly 60, vol. 1 (February 2020), 73-85. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/heq.2019.49 

Lois Brown, “Death-Defying Testimony: Women’s Private Lives and the Politics of Public 
Documents,” Legacy 27, no. 1 (2010): 130-139. https://doi.org/10.5250/legacy.27.1.130  

George Dargo, “The Sarah Roberts Case in Historical Perspective,” Massachusetts Legal 
History 3 (1997): 37-51. 

Ula Taylor, “Women in the Documents: Thoughts on Uncovering the Personal, Political, and 
Professional,” Journal of Women’s History 20, no. 1 (2008): 187-196. 
https://doi.org/10.1353/jowh.2008.0010  

Books  
Richard Archer. Jim Crow North: The Struggle for Equal Rights in Antebellum New England 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2017). 

James Oliver Horton and Lois E. Horton. Black Bostonians: Family Life and Community 
Struggle in the Antebellum North. Revised edition (New York: Holmes & Meier Publishers, 
2000). 

Stephen Kendrick and Paul Kendrick, Sarah’s Long Walk: The Free Blacks of Boston and How 
Their Struggle for Equality Changed America (Boston: Beacon Press, 2004). 

George Levesque, Black Boston: African American Life and Culture in Urban America, 1750–
1860 (New York: Garland, 1994). 
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Marta Crilly,  Reference and Outreach Archivist

Boston City Archives

201 Rivermoor Street, West Roxbury

617-635-1195

archives@boston.gov

boston.gov/archives

Women’s Voter Registers, Collections 4700.002
and 4700.001

What: Registers documenting naturalized and native
born women registered to vote in School Board
elections from 1879-1920, and all elections starting in
1920.  Registers include names, addresses, place of birth,
occupation, place of occupation, husband’s name,
husband’s naturalization information (if applicable)

When: 1879-1920

What’s New:

As part of the Mary Eliza Project, registers from 1920
are being transcribed into searchable datasets and are
available online. You can now search for women by
name, address, and husband’s name (and more!). As of
February 2022, Wards 6 and 13 are fully transcribed
with more to come.

Links

● Mary Eliza Project Information:

https://www.boston.gov/departments/archives-and-r
ecords-management/mary-eliza-project-boston-wom
en-voters-1920
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● Women’s Voter Register Dataset::
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/1920-women-s-voter
-register

Hero Square records, Collection 0100.001

What: City Council dockets documenting requests
to have squares and other public areas named after
service members killed in action. Also includes
some dockets regarding naming squares/public
areas after notable Bostonians who were not
service members or who were not killed in action.
Dockets typically include the name of the service
member, information about their military service,
and how they died. Dockets can also include
additional information about the service member’s
life, family and interests.

When: primarily 1920-1975

What’s New: Hero Square records from 1920-1924
have been digitized and are searchable and
browsable in the Boston City Archives Digital
Repository. Digitization continues on later records.

Links:

● Digitized Hero Square dockets:
https://cityofboston.access.preservica.com/uncatego
rized/SO_f711b178-02c9-4284-97db-6f9e08de6cdd/

● Digging into the Digitization of Boston’s Hero Squares
blog post:
https://www.boston.gov/news/digging-digitizing-bos
tons-hero-squares

●

Rabbi’s Certificates

What: Certifications submitted to the City Registry of
Vital Records of the appointment of rabbis in
synagogues located in Boston. One of the only
collections at the Boston City Archives that documents
synagogues and rabbis
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When: 1893-1939

What’s New: Both volumes of the Rabbis Certificates
have been digitized and are available in the City Archives
Digital Repository. Through Jewish Gen, you can also
search a database of these rabbis.

Links:

● Digitized Rabbis Certificate Volumes:
https://cityofboston.access.preservica.com/uncatego
rized/SO_4be4aa29-c6f0-4748-8549-afc9731911c6/

● Database available through JewishGen:
www.jewishgen.org

○ Go to Jewishgen  > Databases > United States >
The Jewishgen United USA Databases.

○ Login required (free)

Historic Neighborhood Photographs

What: Photographs taken by Boston City Departments
including the Public Works Department, Transit
Commission, Boston Housing Authority, and Boston
Redevelopment Authority primarily documenting Boston
streetscapes and businesses, but including some
photographs of individuals

When: 1870s-1980, with the bulk dating from 1890-1970

What’s New: Photographs have been grouped by
neighborhood for easier browsing and have been more
fully described for keyword searching by business name.
Previously, researchers had to browse by City
Department or collection and now researchers can
browse by neighborhood.

Links:

● Historic Neighborhood Photographs:

https://cityofboston.access.preservica.com/uncatego
rized/SO_73348a96-11c7-49ba-8dd5-9b9d01711302/
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Boston 200 Oral Histories, Collection 0279.001

What: Oral histories collected during the
Boston 200 neighborhood history project.
Participants are from a variety of Boston
neighborhoods and ethnic communities
including the Irish, Italian, Eastern European,
Puerto Rican, Chinese, Syrian, and Lebanese
communities. Birthdates of participants
range from the 1890s to mid-1900s. Topics
include neighborhood history, religious and
community life, and immigration (and much
more!)

When: Histories were collected primarily in the mid-1970s, but
cover topics dating as early as the late 1800s

What’s New: Transcripts have been digitized
and are organized by neighborhood. They
have also been described to enable keyword
searching.

What’s Coming: The City Archives has
applied for a grant to digitize the original
cassette tape recordings of the oral histories.
We hope to have them digitally available in
2023.
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Janis P. Duffy 
Sorchaodubh@gmail.com 

PASSENGER LISTS FOR THE PORT OF BOSTON 
1848-1891 

Chapter 313 of the Acts of 1848 established a Superintendent of Alien Passengers to regulate 
and record  the term “aliens” coming into the state of Massachusetts. Aliens is something of a 
misnomer as these lists also include U.S. Citizens as well.  

By the 1890’s, as federal activities eclipsed those of the state, the state lists were no longer 
produced. 

What is the difference between these lists or manifests as they are sometimes called and how 
do you access them? 

There are two distinct passenger manifests for the Port of Boston. One is the U.S. Customs List, 
and the other is the State of Massachusetts lists. There are similarities but there are many 
differences. 

There are no Lists for 1855 and 1856 and there is an 8-year gap from April 1874 through 
December 1882 in the U.S. Federal Customs Lists. The State of Massachusetts lists are complete 
from January 1848 through September 1891. 

During the depression in the 1930’s the WPA (a federal program) index these State lists. People 
went to the State House where these lists were held and typed an index card for each person 
on the list. According to this Federal program there were 1,143,577  people that arrived in 
Boston between 1848-1891. These indexed cards were kept at the State House until the State 
Archives was opened in 1986 where they are now held. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints microfilmed these cards. However, since it 
was a federal project, they have it listed as M-265 in their catalog. They also microfilmed the 
Federal manifests and that is listed as M-277 in their catalog. This index is to the State of 
Massachusetts lists not the Federal Lists. 

There are two ways to access these records: 

Go to https://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcidx.htm 
click on Collections, then Digital Records. Go down to Passenger  
List Records, 1848-1891, click on that, Search the Database will give you a name index list of 
the passengers that have been entered into the state Database by our volunteers. We have 
over 600,000 names in this database. It is far from complete, but it is fully accurate.  
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If you click on Search Card Catalog it will bring you to Familysearch.org. You need to create an 
account (it is free). You then have access to Massachusetts, Index to Boston Passenger Lists, 
1848-1891 which is a digital copy of the original cards that were created in the 1930’s. 

If you find a person that you believe is your ancestor, you then need to go back to 
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcidx.htm, click on Passenger Lists Manifests, which brings 
you back to familysearch.org. You will notice a listing of all the digital microfilm. Find the date 
you want and click on the camera icon. This will give you a group of manifest pages and you will 
have to scroll through to find the correct manifest that you found on the index card. You will 
have to use the zoom button to enlarge the image.  

The second way to access the passenger manifests is to come to the Massachusetts State 
Archives with the information from the index cards. Find the microfilm in the Reading Room 
and scroll to the Date and Ship name. Then scroll down to find the List # from the card and you 
will have the person you are looking for. Hopefully, there will be a story to be found. 

Every passenger that came into the port of Boston had a story to tell. There are remarkable 
stories that were written down on the manifests. There were births, deaths and other stories 
that can assist the researcher with compiling their family history. 

It is my pleasure to share these fascinating stories with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

                                                                                                                                      Janis P. Duffy © 2022 
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Thinking Outside the (Search) Box: 
Ancestry Search Strategies  

Alec Ferretti 
AncestorArchivist@gmail.com 

• As genealogy records go online, the ways in which we search them change.
• Before the Internet, research usually involved manually browsing books and microfilms.
• Companies like Ancestry now index many of  their collections into searchable databases.
• New York Genealogy is especially database-heavy because New York City was so large.

• Manually browsing records for the entire city is often unreasonably burdensome.
• These databases are filled with errors because of  the complex nature of  historical records, yet

they make possible to accomplish in a day, what 30 years ago might have taken years.

Issues with Searching 

• Issue: Records are not transcribed properly.
• The actual records are

misspelled.
• Or both simultaneously.

• This is especially common
when there are language
barriers, uncommon names,
and non anglo-style names.

• Example: Nobody has ever
been named “With Parents
46/28/29 Giuseppa Nuzzolo.”

• Issue: A field that is not indexed or documented on a particular record is being searched.
• Example: An exact search for Jackson Brown, son of  Reed, yields not results in the 1850

census because the relationship to head of  household is not indexed (nor asked!)
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• Issue: Place names are not
standardized across all collections.

• Example: An exact search with no
names, for all people living in
Brooklyn in the 1910 census yields
less than 1000 results, and they are
all people who
were not even
living in Brooklyn.

• Issue: Information is simply keyed
incorrectly.

• Example: This 1885 arrival is said to
have arrived from St. Kitts when it
actually came from Antwerp.

• Issue: Collections that were
indexed with Optical Character
Recognition often miss columns
of  text.

• Example: The OCR of  the
Massachusetts Birth Index
missed the entire surname
column.
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• Issue: A collection is not 
indexed by name. 

• Example: Sicilian civil 
registrations must be browsed 
manually, or by searching for 
scans of  the original 
handwritten indexes. 

• Issue: The search parameters do not 
work as advertised. 

• Example: An exact date search in the 
Connecticut Marriage Index produces 
results for dates that differ from what was 
input. 

• Issue: Political boundaries change 
throughout time. 

• Example: There are no results for anyone 
named Smith living in Androscoggin County, 
Maine in the 1840 census because 
Androscoggin County did not yet exist. 
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Strategies to Search 

• Flexibility is key. 
• Search with broad localities that are less subject to change names between 

collections. 
• Search fields that are less likely to be misspelled. 

• The given name Giovanni is more recognizable than the surname Squarcialupi. 
• Searching without a surname at all can be very effective, especially if  the record 

collection can be searched by multiple given names of  household members 
(such as a 20th century census). 

• Understand what letters might be mistaken for each other, either from cursive 
being transcribed manually, or typewritten text being OCR’ed. 

• Make heavy use of  wildcards, especially for vowels that can resemble each other. 
• Asterisk for multiple characters.  
• Question mark for a single character. 

• Understand when other search engines might have a more functionality for a 
specific query. 

• Always look at the original image before ignoring potentially relevant search 
results.  

• Switch the given name and the surname.  Sometimes they got reversed on the 
record.   

• By searching a specific collection, it is possible to search specific search 
parameters.  The 1910 census for example, allows one to search by birthplace of  
the parents, a field that is not available from the generic search page.     

• Understand when to use the born in, lived in, and any event options, because many 
records do not include all of  those fields. 

• Use the exact search and quotation marks when searching for multi word strings 
of  text in the keyword field. 

• Leverage uncommon names.  If  an ancestor was named John, but his brother was 
Theodosius, search for childhood census records using the brother’s name as 
there will be fewer results. 
• This runs the risk of  having the name misspelled, but sometimes it wont be. 

• Browse manually if  need be. 
• Flexibility is key. 
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Catholic Records in 

Massachusetts 

Margaret R. Fortier, CG 
www.mrfortier.com | mrf@ourchateau.net 

Massachusetts began as a stronghold of Puritanism and, like most British colonies in 

North America, was officially and virulently anti-Catholic. This changed officially in 1789 

when Catholics were no longer condemned to death if found in the Commonwealth. The 

shift occurred as a result of the Revolutionary War, thanks to our French allies, whose 

aid was needed for the new republic. This connection with French Catholics softened 

attitudes. The Diocese of Boston was founded in 1808 but Catholics still faced prejudice. 

In the 19C the first wave of Irish immigration began to change the makeup of the 

Commonwealth. Subsequent waves of immigrants, largely Catholic, through the 20C 

resulted in a strong Catholic presence. Thanks to the partnership between the 

Archdiocese of Boston and the New England Historic and Genealogical Society (NEHGS), 

many records, sacramental and cemetery records, are online. This includes records from 

the beginnings of the diocese up to 1920. 

Tips 

▪ Keep in mind that sacramental Catholic records are private institutional records. There is

no public right to the records.

▪ Many ethnic groups attended national parishes. City directories will often identify the

ethnic group when listing the Catholic churches. Some diocesan websites also identify

the original ethnic affiliation of parishes.

▪ Records for religious orders are found at the order’s archives. Nuns, sisters, brothers,

and monks all belong to religious orders. Search online for “[order name] archives.”

▪ Use Massachusetts civil records and city directories to identify the parish where a

baptism, marriage, or burial took place.

▪ Do not contact a parish the week leading up to Easter or right around Christmas. It is

wise to call rather than just mailing a request.

▪ Request a copy of the record, if possible. A transcript may have errors.

▪ It is customary to make a small donation to the parish for requesting the record.

▪ To visit the Boston Archdiocesan Archives, email for an appointment. Come prepared

with a list of what records you want to review. Non-flash photography is allowed. A

small donation is appreciated.
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Timeline of the Catholic Church in Massachusetts 

1780 Massachusetts Constitution makes Catholicism legal 

1788 First public celebration of Mass in Boston 

1808 Diocese of Boston created from the Diocese of Baltimore; encompassed all six New 
England states; Jean de Cheverus, French missionary, appointed bishop 

1825 Bishop Fenwick, a native of Maryland, appointed to oversee six churches and sixteen 
priests 

1829 The Pilot established, oldest continuously published Catholic newspaper in the US 

1834 Ursuline convent in Charlestown burned down by Protestant mob; Bishop Fenwick 
won suit in MA Supreme Court to use Charlestown land for burials 

1843 Diocese of Hartford (CT) created from Diocese of Boston 
College of the Holy Cross, first Catholic college in New England, founded in Worcester 

1844 Holy Trinity Church (German) established, first national parish in diocese 

1846 Bishop Fitzpatrick , a Boston native, appointed to the diocese 

1853 Diocese of Burlington (VT) and Diocese of Portland (ME) created from Diocese of 
Boston 

1863 Boston College founded in Boston 

1870 Diocese of Springfield (MA) created from Diocese of Boston 

1872 Diocese of Providence (RI) created from Dioceses of Boston and Hartford 

1875 Diocese of Boston elevated to an Archdiocese; John J. Williams, Archbishop 

1904 Diocese of Fall River (MA) created from Diocese of Providence 

1918 1917 Code of Canon Law published 

1950 Diocese of Worcester (MA) created from Diocese of Springfield 

2016 Partnership between NEHGS and the Archdiocese of Boston to digitize and index 
sacramental records 

Massachusetts map showing Catholic dioceses and number of parishes in each 

Springfield 

79 
Fall River 

76 

Boston 
226 

Worcester 

96 
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Massachusetts Dioceses: Contact Information 

Boston Archdiocese   www.bostoncatholic.org/archives 

66 Brooks Drive   Email: archive@rcab.org 

Braintree, MA 02184  Archives: 617-746-5897 

Records access 

Archdiocesan sacramental and cemetery records are available on American Ancestors and 

Ancestry: sacramental records up to 1920, cemetery records up to 1940. The Pilot for some 

years is available online at the Burns Library at Boston College. A more complete run is indexed 

on computers is available at the Archives. 

 

Fall River Diocese   www.fallriverdiocese.org/sacramental-records 

450 Highland Avenue  Email: none for Archives 

Fall River, MA 02722   Archives: 508-675-1311 

Records access 

Sacramental records at kept at the parishes. Records are available to the person mentioned in 

the record and to direct relatives. The Anchor, the weekly newspaper of the Fall River diocese, 

is available online from 1961 to 2019 at issuu.com/the_anchor/stacks. Cemeteries in the 

diocese are listed here: www.fallriverdiocese.org/cemeteries. 

 

Springfield Diocese   diospringfield.org 

65 Elliot Street   Email: chancellor@diospringfield.org 

Springfield, MA 01105  Chancellor’s office: 413-452-0802   

Records access 

Sacramental records are kept at the parishes. If there is a question about a closed or merged 

parish, the Chancellor’s office can identify where the records are. The Catholic Observer, 1954-

1981, Springfield’s diocesan newspaper, is available at the Wood Museum of Springfield 

History. The Catholic Mirror, the weekly magazine of the diocese, is available from 2010 to 

current at catholicmagazines.org/catholic-mirror. 

 

Worcester Diocese   worcesterdiocese.org 

49 Elm Street   Email: kbarrett@worcesterdiocese.org 

Worcester MA 01609  Chancellor’s office: 508-791-7171 

Sacramental records are kept at the parishes. If there is a question about a closed or merged 

parish, the Chancellor’s office can identify where the records are. Note that baptisms and 

marriages that occurred at Holy Cross College or Assumption College are held by the diocesan 

office of the Tribunal. The Catholic Free Press, the diocesan weekly, is online from 2011 to 

current at catholicfreepress.org/news. 
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Presenter: 
Thomas Green 
Tribal Council member 
Massachusett Tribe 
at Ponkapoag 

Contact presenter 
Thomas.green@massachusetttribe.org 

Contact Massachusett Tribal Council 
Contact@massachusetttribe.org 

Presentation description 
The purpose of this presentation is to inform the audience that the enduring Massachusett Tribe 
were and still are here, despite a long history of attempted erasure. 

I will touch upon many interesting and some less known topics, spanning the time between the 
early 1600s, leading up to the present. 

Presentation objectives 

● Re-introduced the audience to the historic Massachuset Nation, whose descendants
comprise the membership of the current day Massachusett Tribe

● Give the audience a better understanding of Massachusetts indigenous history

● Clarify common misunderstandings and misinformation

● Ensure the pivotal role the Massachuset Sac’hemship played in the initial years of what
was to become The United States Is not forgotten

● Differentiate the Massachusett tribe from incorrect indigenous narratives

Topics 

● Pre-colonial European interaction

● The attempted French alliance

● The plague 1616-1619

● The age old war
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● North East Woodland indigenous leadership structures. 
 

1. Sachemships 
2. Powwows / Powwusks 
3. Sagamores 
4. Petty Sachem’s 
5. Council of Elder’s 

 
● Nanepashemet 

 
● Squaw Sachem 

 
● Puritan interaction with the Massachuset 

 
● Lack of gender-based roles in indigenous communities 

 
● Chickatawbut 

 
● Indian Praying towns 

 
● Wompatuck 

 
● Charles Chickatawbut 

 
● Ponkapoag guardians 

 
● Indian enfranchisement act 

 
● Still here 

 
You can learn more about the enduring Massachusett Tribe by visiting our website 

 
https://massachusetttribe.org/ 

 
Source References 

 
Major Daniel Gookin 
English Captain John Smith 
Apostle John Elliot 
French explorer Samuel de Champlain 
Thomas Morton 
Daniel Huntoon 
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Huzzah! 
Researching Your Revolutionary Roots 

Presented by Kathleen Kaldis, The Ancestor Finder 
Email: AncestorFinder1@gmail.com 

What a Glorious Morning for America! 
~Samuel Adams to John Hancock, 19 April 1775 

Huzzah! The citizens of Massachusetts were the first who sacrificed their lives and fortunes in the name of 
LIBERTY! The robust maritime economy brought prosperity to the region and enabled Massachusetts to be 
a global economic leader. British navigation acts and maritime policies provided both the riches and the tensions 
which directly led to the American Revolutionary War. The Stamp Act in 1765 and the Townshend Acts of 
1767 were aimed at the Massachusetts economy to help pay British debts caused by the Colonial Wars. In 1773, 
tensions boiled over when American Colonists protested the acts imposed on them by the British Parliament 
and threw boxes of tea into Boston Harbor. British soldiers occupied Boston and by 1775, tensions erupted, 
and the war officially began at the Battles of Lexington and Concord on 19 April 1775. The first maritime 
battles occurred in Chelsea, Massachusetts and Machias, Massachusetts District of Maine in 1775.  

When Paul Revere, William Dawes, and the other unnamed midnight riders, alerted New England about the 
approaching British forces it was not The British are Coming! … but rather The Regulars Are Coming! The American 
Revolutionary War was a civil war, and it was English subject against English subject. The war was not on 
prepared battlefields but in the center of towns and in front of homes. Frenzied townsfolk evacuated villages 
when the alarms sounded. The American colonists who fought for liberty or supported the cause, did so 
knowing the grave risks to themselves and their families.  

Documenting Lineages 

Documenting the generational connections is crucial when applying to lineage societies, such as the National 
Society Daughters of the American Revolution or the National Society Sons of the American Revolution. When applying to 
lineage societies, the eligibility clause stipulates that an applicant must be “a lineal descendent” to a qualifying 
ancestor. That means for one to join a lineage society, one must be a direct great-great-great-…-grandchild of 
someone who served in the American Revolutionary War and not a great-great-great…-grandniece or nephew. 
Documenting and proving direct lineal descent can sometimes be the most challenging part of researching any 
revolutionary line.  

The second important element to consider when documenting lineage is attributing the one-and-same identity 
for all individuals within the lineage. Was John Smith married to Mary Parker of Lexington, the same son of 
John Smith and Millicent Carter of Billerica? Were the John Smith and Mary Parker of Lexington the same 
John Smith and Mary Parker who were the parents of John Smith, married to Catherine Whitney of Bedford? 
The use of “John Smith” was intentional. There could be four or five “John Smiths” in the same town or 
county and attributing the correct individual to the correct identity is the key. They could be related, like father 
and son, or they could be just five individuals all named “John Smith, John Smyth, and John Smuth.”  

The Ancestor Finder
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Points to Consider: 

• The standardization of spelling did not occur until the early 1900s, think of how the name
phonetically sounds. One brother may have spelled their surname as Smith while the other brother
may have spelled their name as Smythe – each are brothers.

• Working from the present to the past and the known to the unknown is the best practice when
documenting lineages. Every record will unlock more information, creating a fingerprint identity
which can then be connected to another fingerprint identity. Understanding traditional genealogical
methodologies and genealogical standards formulates solid lineages on applications, ensuring easy
membership approvals.

• The use of ordinals such as Sr., Jr., III, etc. adds to the challenge of figuring out which identity
belongs with which individual. Ordinals could mean father and son, but they also could indicate the
first John Smith to show up in the records – the first would be the senior and the second the junior.
Sorting out and attributing the exact identities to the correct individual requires additional research.

• If applying to a lineage society for membership, work with the historian or registrar and follow all
suggestions and recommendations provided. Each lineage society has their own genealogical
guidelines and are the sole authority for accepting sources and proofs when verifying and approving
membership applications. Membership applications are not approved at the local or chapter level.
Historians and registrars do not approve membership applications and cannot state whether a source
will be accepted by the verifying genealogist.

Documenting Service 

What a Glorious Morning for America!1 The Revolutionary War started in Massachusetts. Colonial tensions 
erupted when the Boston Massacre occurred on 5 March 1770. On 16 December 1773, the angry colonists 
protested the Tea Act and poured tea from the East India Tea Company into Boston Harbor. The Intolerable 
Acts took their toll on Massachusetts. The official start of the Revolutionary War occurred on the morning of 
19 April 1775, when the Battles of Lexington and Concord occurred. The war came to these towns, and every 
colonist was affected. It took a village for the American colonists to win the Revolutionary War and risk their 
lives and fortunes to fight for American independence.  

There are four main categories of service: Signers of the Declaration of Independence, Military, Civic, and 
Patriotic. It was not uncommon for someone to have one or many acts of service; each act could be a different 
type of service. Men, women, and children committed acts toward the cause for independence. Lineage societies 
usually do not accept children under the age of fourteen as patriot ancestors, no matter how they served. It was 
not uncommon for drummer boys to serve in a military unit and to be under fourteen. The National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution requires all patriot ancestors be over fourteen.  

Massachusetts has many valuable resources available to researchers to document the Revolutionary 
War service. The first step is to determine the service and locate evidence supporting and proving the 
service. 

1 Samuel Adams to John Hancock, 19 April 1775. 
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Revolutionary War Service 
Signers of the 
Declaration of 
Independence 

• Approved 4 July 1776 
• Fifty-six Signers 
• Massachusetts had FIVE Signers: John Adams, Samuel Adams, John Hancock, 

Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry 

Military 

Dates of Service: 19 April 17751 through 26 November 17831 
Ages: 16 to 50 (As young as 14 as old as can carry a musket at an Alarm.) 

 
• Town Militia/Minutemen 
• Continental Army 
• Continental Navy 
• State Militia Lines 
• State Navies 
• Privateers 

Patriotic 

Dates of Service: May be as early as 1774 and through 26 November 1783. 
 
Any act or contribution exhibiting loyalty or support to the American Independence 
at the town, county, state, or federal level. (Not a complete list.) 
• Boston Tea Party 
• Provincial Congress Delegate 
• Committees of Safety 
• Signers of Petitions 
• Signers of Oaths of Allegiance 
• Prisoners of War 
• Ministers  
• Doctors, Nurses, or a healer of the sick or wounded 
• Loaned Money to the Continental Army or Paid a Supply Tax 

Civic 

Dates of Service: When the British Governor was removed, and a new 
American government formed in its place. 

 
Any act or contribution under the business of the new American Government at  the 
town, county, state, or federal level. (Not a complete list.) 
• Justice of the Peace 
• Sheriff  
• Juror  
• Town Clerk 
• Selectmen 
• Town Crier 
• Overseer of the Poor 
• Judge 
• Secretary of War 

Points to Consider: 

• Boston was controlled by the British until Evacuation Day, 17 March 1776, and many of the colonists residing 
in Boston were loyal to the Crown.  

• Service generally matched the place of residency. If you have a John Smith from Cambridge and a service for a 
John Smith of Roxbury, they are most likely not the same individual.  

• In general, it is the last act of service which determines the ancestor’s eligibility as a recognized Patriot ancestor. 
It is important for researchers to investigate all possible service between 1775 and 1783 for loyalty to 
the cause for the duration of the war.  
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Suggested Resources and Repositories 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPILED RESOURCES: 
• New England Peer Reviewed Journals: 

o The New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register “The Register” 

o The Maine Genealogist 
o The Essex Antiquarian 

• The Shepard Collection, by Elmer I. Shepard 
• The Cooke Collection, by Rollin H. Cooke 
• The Browne Collection, by William Bradford Browne 

and Ruth Browne  
• Massachusetts Vital Records to 1850: Births, Deaths, and 

Marriages, by the Massachusetts Secretary of State 
and NEHGS. Note: Some publications were added 
over the years under separate projects and 
organizations.  

• Massachusetts and Maine Vital Record Indexes 
• Massachusetts and Maine Town and Meeting Records 
• Massachusetts Soldier and Sailors, American Revolutionary 

War  
• General Index to Compiled Service Records of the 

Revolutionary War, NARA  
• Index to Revolutionary War Service Records, White  
• Compiled Service Records of Soldiers who Served in the 

American Army During the Revolutionary War, NARA 
RG M881 

 

REPOSITORIES: 
• New England Historic Genealogical Society – 

Boston, Massachusetts. www.AmericanAncestors.org  
• The Berkshire Athenaeum – Pittsfield, 

Massachusetts. www.PittsfieldLibrary.org/  
• Maine Historical Society – Portland, Maine. 

www.MaineHistory.org/  
• Massachusetts Historical Society – 

www.MassHist.org  
• Maine Maritime Museum and Library Archive – 

www.MarineMaritimeMuseum.org  
• Peabody Essex Museum the Phillips Library and 

Archives – www.PEM.org/visit/library  
• Massachusetts State Archives – 

www.Sec.State.MA.us.arc/arcgen/genidx.htm  
• Maine State Archives – www.Maine.gov/sos/arc  
• American Antiquarian Society – 

www.AmericanAntiquarian.org  
• The National Society Daughters of the American 

Revolution Library and Website – 
http://www.dar.org/  

• Colonial North America at Harvard University – 
www.ColonialNorthAmerica.library.harvard.edu/spo
tlight/cna  

 

PRINTED RESOURCES: 
Galvin, William Francis, Secretary of the Commonwealth. Historical Data Relating to Counties, Cities and Towns in 

Massachusetts. Boston, Massachusetts : New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1997. 
Grundset, Eric G. Massachusetts and Maine in the American Revolution: A Source Guide for Genealogists and Historians. No. 6 

of DAR Source Guides on the American Revolution Series. Washington, D. C. : National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution, 2015. 

Hatcher, Patricia Law. Researching your Colonial New England Ancestors. Provo, Utah : Ancestry Publishing, a division of 
The Generations Network, Inc., 2005.  

Heitman, Francis B. Historical Register of Officers of the Continental Army during the War of the Revolution, April, 1775, to 
December, 1783. Baltimore, Maryland : Clearfield Company by Genealogical Publishing Company, 1997, 2000, 
2003.  

Lainhart, Ann Smith. Digging for Genealogical Treasure in New England Town Records. Boston, Massachusetts : New 
England Historic Genealogical Society, 1996.  

Lambert, David Allan. Massachusetts. NGS Research in the States Series, Special Publication No 129 Arlington, 
Virginia : National Genealogical Society, 2018.  

McClure, Rhonda R. Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 6th edition. Boston, Massachusetts : New 
England Historic Genealogical Society, 2022. 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution. Genealogy Guidelines: Guide for Chapter Registrars. Parts. 1, 2, 3. 
Washington, D. C. : National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, 2019. 

Salls, Timothy, ed. Guide to the Manuscript Collections of the New England Historic Genealogical Society. Boston: NEHGS, 
2002. 

 
 

 
Leclerc, Michael J., Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 5th Edition (Boston, Massachusetts : New 

England Genealogical Society, 2012).  
 

Salls, Timothy, ed. Guide to the Manuscript Collections of the New England Historic Genealogical Society (Boston: 
NEHGS, 2002). 
 

Tanner, James L., New England Research Guide (Morgan, Utah : Family History Expos, 2015).  
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Michael J. Leclerc, CG www.mjleclerc.com 
michael@mjleclerc.com 

Brief Timeline of Eighteenth-Century Quebec History 

• 1710 – British Capture Acadia
Losing most of Acadia is the start of the French loss in North America. 

• 1754 – French and Indian War/Seven Year’s War
British Colonies in North America against the French Colonies.

• 1755 – Expulsion/Le Grand Dérangement
French living in English-controlled Acadia were required to sign a loyalty pledge or be
deported. Some of those deported went to the 13 British colonies to the south.

• 1758 – Fall of Louisbourg
After the fall of the fort at Louisbourg, the remainder of Acadia fell to the British.

Fall of Fort Frontenac
Left the French without a supply line for the Ohio Valley campaign.

Battle of Carillon
French defeat the British attack at Fort Carillon

• 1759 – Battle of the Plains of Abraham
British forces lay siege to the city of Quebec and conquer it in a single day.

• 1760 – Battle of Sainte-Foy.
French fail to retake Quebec.

• 1763 – Treaty of Paris
End of the French and Indian War. France cedes eastern territory to Britain.

• 1774 – Québec Act passed in
Parliament
Attempts to appease the French in
Canada.

• 1775 – American Invasion of Quebec
Two-pronged attack that lasted for 15
months.

• 1777 – Push back to Ticonderoga and
Saratoga Campaign
Americans leave Canada, battles
relocate to upstate New York.

French Canadians  
and the  
American Revolution 
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Many Massachusetts men were involved in the attacks on Canada. And many of those on the 
French side (as well as enormous numbers of their descendants) migrated down to 
Massachusetts before and after the war.  

Estimates of the number of Canadians involved in the Revolutionary War vary greatly. No 
conclusive number has yet been proven. It is safe to say that the low-end estimate of 500 likely 
undercounts participants. Virginia Easley DeMarce identified more than three times as many.  

Between 1980 and 1985, DeMarce published an extensive list of “Canadian Participants in the 
American Revolution” in Joy Reisinger’s Lost in Canada (see Bibliography).  In addition to the 
approximately 2,000 individuals named, there is a great deal of other helpful information. The 
series begins with an excellent, if brief,  background on the subject.  

Many of the resources listed by DeMarce are now available online. For example, one source for 
those who served in the military is the Haldimand papers at Library and Archives Canada. These 
records were microfilmed and are now available in the Héritage section of the Canadiana 
website. 

The Baby, Taschereau, and Williams journal does an excellent job of documenting those who 
provided passive support to the Americans. An English version was published in 2005. There is 
an excellent bibliography of additional sources, but unfortunately there is no every-name index. 

The invasion of Quebec during the 
early years of the Revolutionary War 
was one of the most significant actions 
involving French-Canadians during the 
war.  

The invasion involved a two-pronged 
attack. The first force was led by 
Brigadier General Richard 
Montgomery north from Lake George 
to Montreal and then on to Quebec 
along the south shore of the St. 
Lawrence River. The second force was 
led by Benedict Arnold and went up 
the Kennebec River to traverse north 
to the Chaudiére River which led up to 
the St. Lawrence River at Pointe Lévis 
across from Quebec City. 
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Quebec Locations tied to American Support 

Support for the Americans was not limited to these 50 parishes, but these areas definitely had 
ties to both active and passive support for the Americans. If you have ancestors who lived in 
these areas during the war years, you should look for clues as to whether or not they 
supported the Americans. 

Batiscan 
Bécancour 
Beauport 
Beloeil 
Berthier 
Cap de La Madeleine 
Cap St. Ignace 
Cap Santé 
Chambly 
Champlain 
Charlesbourg 
Château-Richer 
Deschaillons 
Deschambeault 
Gentilly 
Les Grondines 
L’Islet 
Jeune Lorette 
Kamouraska 
Longeuiul 
Lotbinière 
Pointe aux Trembles 
RIvière-du-Loup 
Rivière Ouelle 
St. Augustin 
St. Charles, Bellechasse 

St. Denis 
St. François, Île d’Orléans 
St. François de la Rivière du Sud 
St. Henri 
St. Jean, Île d’Orléans 
St. Jean-Deschaillons 
St. Jean Port Joli 
St. Joachim 
St. Joseph de Beauce 
St. Laurent, Île d’Orléans 
St. Mathias 
St. Michel, Bellechasse 
St. Nicolas 
St. Ours 
St. Pierre, Île d’Orléans 
St. Pierre les Becquets 
St. Pierre de la Rivière du Sud 
St. Roch 
St. Thomas 
St. Vallier 
Ste. Anne de la Pocatiére 
Ste. Croix 
Ste. Famille, Île d’Orléans 
Ste. Foye 
Ste. Marie de Beauce 
Ancienne Lorette

American Revolution Lineage Societies 
There are three major lineage societies in the United States that focus on the Revolution. 
Documented descent from a French-Canadian who fought for the Americans may qualify for 
membership. Each society has different eligibility requirements. 

National Society, Daughters of the American Revolution (www.dar.org) 
National Society, Sons of the American Revolution (www.sar.org) 
Sons of the Revolution (www.sr1776.org) 
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Unlike other areas of the country, the town in New England was responsible for much of the 
governing responsibilities. As a result, many of the records that are most valuable to us in our 
genealogical research. are found at the town level. Following is a discussion of some of the records 
that are most valuable to us.  

Annual Reports 
Starting in the nineteenth century, many towns started publishing summaries of the town's activities 
for the year. Each department would report on 
its activities. These reports may show record of 
your ancestor being employed by the town or 
serving as a town officer. Often you can see 
what cemeteries were being run by the town at 
the time or what schools it operated. There 
may be information on the service of veterans. 
You can often trace the development of indoor 
plumbing and electricity throughout the town. 
But perhaps the best information is that 
smaller towns often published copies of the 
vital records registered in the town that year.  

Assessor's Records 
In modern times the assessor's office is responsible for processing property taxes. This usually 
includes real estate as well as personal estate (such automobiles) as well commercial taxes. They may 
also hold older tax records. These might include poll taxes, which are now illegal.  

Boundaries/Perambulation 
Starting in colonial times, each town was required to conduct a perambulation. Each town would 
assign individuals to walk the town's boundaries. They were required to be certain that markers for 
the boundaries were kept in good repair. If your ancestor's property lay on a town line, or lay in 
multiple towns, they might be mentioned in the perambulation, possibly with a discussion of the land. 

New England  
Town Records 
Michael J. Leclerc, CG 
@genprof 
michael@mjleclerc.com 
www.mjleclerc.com 
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MassachusettsTown Records 
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Cattle Marks 
Marking livestock is a practice that continues to this day, but in colonial times it was critically 
important. Many towns had common grazing areas for residents. The only way to identify one 
person's livestock from another's was to look at their marks. Many towns kept official records of 
marks, in order to help adjudicate disagreements.  

Licensing Records 
Licensing boards are very busy office. Permits 
and licenses have been required for many 
activities since colonial times. Liquor licenses, 
tavern keepers, innkeepers, food sellers, and 
many more occupations required a license. 
These records can provide you additional 
information about your ancestor's occupation. 
Some towns even have dog licenses dating 
back to colonial times! 

Naturalization Records 
Many larger municipalities had local courts, such as police 
courts. In addition to their duties dealing with criminal 
offenses, these courts were allowed to register intentions 
and naturalizations prior to 1906. These records may still be 
kept in city halls.  

Overseers of the Poor 
Each municipality was responsible for taking care of the 

poor and indigent in its boundaries. Every municipality had their own system, but they general fall 
into three categories. First was an almshouse with one individual in charge of taking care of people. 
Another option was running a poor 
farm Here residents would usually 
be put to work to raise crops and 
livestock to assist in their own 
upkeep. Smaller towns, however, 
would often board the poor and 
indigent in the homes of individual 
residents. These individuals would 
be compensated by the town for 
the care they provided. Thus, you 
might find information on them if 
they helped to care for the poor.  
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Massachusetts Town Records 

Selectmen's Records 
The Board of Selectmen were individuals chosen by residents to run the day-to-day operations of 
the town. These were very powerful people, overseeing all aspects of town government. Town 
officers would report to them, they would oversee and authorize paying money from town accounts, 
etc. In Rhode Island, they oversaw the probate process as well.  

Street Laying Out 
As towns grew larger, it was necessary to create new 
streets. Often the land for these streets came from 
personal property, which may be mentioned in the 
records from when the streets were laid out. Not 
only were these committees responsible for laying 
out new streets, they were often responsible for 
maintaining existing streets, which were often 
adjusted, expanded, or destroyed from time to time. 
These records can help you locate where your 
ancestors once lived. Sometimes cities published 
books that kept track of these changes over time. 
This is especially helpful for instances where street 
were destroyed, and the names later reused 
(sometimes decades later) in places far removed 
from the original streets. This is one of the reasons 
why one cannot use Google Maps to locate street 
addresses from a century ago.  

Treasurer's Records 
The town treasurer was responsible for making payments from town funds. These payments were 
previously authorized by the town meeting or the board of selectmen. Payment receipts may provide 
you with details about your ancestor's life that might not be available elsewhere.  

Town Meeting Records 
New England has a unique governing in the 
Representative Town Meeting. Once a year, 
representatives of the residents gathered in a 
meeting to set policies, choose town officers, 
authorize budgets, grant tax abatements, and 
more. Your ancestor can appear in many 

locations in the records of these meetings, from standing as a representative, bringing a complaint or 
proposal to the meeting, getting paid from the town. 
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Massachusetts Town Records 
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Town Officers 
It took many people to keep a town 
running. Many of the citizens would 
serve in the various positions necessary 
for the town to function. Among the 
many positions needed were: collectors, 
constables, fence viewers, hogreaves, 
inspectors of lumber, pound keepers, 
sealers of leather, sealers of weights and 
measures, selectmen, surveyors of 
highway, sextons, town meeting 
representatives, town clerk, treasurer,  
and tythingmen. Chances are that if your 
ancestor lived in a town for a time, he 
likely served in some capacity at one 
time or another.  

Voter Registrations 
Starting in the nineteenth century, individuals were required to register to vote in elections from 
local to state to federal. They can include a variety of information, but place of birth is usually 
included, as one had to prove citizenship. This is particularly helpful for foreign-born individuals, as 
they had to provide the date and place of their naturalization as a citizen. 

Warnings Out 
These records are especially popular in northern New England, but are sometimes found in 
Massachusetts in earlier times. Since those who could not care for themselves would eventually end 
up having the town pay for their care and upkeep, towns were careful about accepting new residents. 
New arrivals were frequently warned to leave and return to the town from whence they came. Thus 
if they became indigent, the town could assign responsibility for their care to the town from which 
they came. This does not, however, mean that the person and his/her family actually left town.  
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OVERVIEW 
Researching your early New England colonial family presents many challenges. Events 
may not have been recorded, or there is no standard for finding the records! Inspired 
by a seemingly empty colonial burial ground, this case study focuses on a specific 
group of Puritan families who settled the Massachusetts Bay Colony during the Great 
Pilgrim Migration. As the story unfolds, you will learn how to place your ancestor into 
historical context and effectively locate historical records and other essential 
evidence sources. 

SYLLABUS 
This program comprises three modules. The attached handout provides specific 
resources for Part III. 

    PART I. MASSACHUSETTS SETTLEMENT: A Primer 
Plymouth Colony 
Massachusetts Bay Colony 
Puritan towns 

 PART II. CASE STUDY: The Marlborough Plantation 
From Watertown to Sudbury 
From Sudbury to Marlborough 
From Marlborough to Chauncy 
From Chauncy to [Old] Westborough 
From [Old] Westborough to Northborough 

 PART III. FINDING THE RECORDS: Strategies and Finding Aids 
1. Local history
2. Town maps
3. Birth, marriage, death, and burial records
4. Census, tax, and voter lists
5. Court, land, and probate
6. Genealogies and family histories

Who Lyeth There? 
Digging Up Colonial New England Ancestor Records 

Beth Finch McCarthy 
bethfmcc@bfmresearch.com 

www.bfmresearch.com 

MGC 

CONNECTIONS 

2022 

Virtual Seminar 
 

April 2–30 
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Digging Up Colonial New England Ancestor Records 
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STRATEGIES AND FINDING AIDS FOR EARLY COLONIAL RESEARCH 
Finding aids and archives are listed alphabetically on the following pages by record category. 
Although many sources in this handout are specific to Massachusetts research, similar sources 
exist for other colonies. 

Each section includes the following elements: 

STRATEGY:    Why and how to use the records. 
SOURCES:    Finding aids and how to get to them. 
TIP:   Be successful both online and in the archive. 
RESEARCH NOTE: The quirks or usefulness of some records. 

Key = & Hardcopy
8 Online
( Archive
Ü Research note

  $  Pay for access 

Planning Tip #2 

CAST A WIDE NET

Learn the history of where your colonial

ancestors lived. Use the FAN method to include 

their Friends, Associates, and Neighbors. Avoid 

brick walls by casting a wider net, especially 

when records are scarce. 

Planning Tip #1 
A LOCAL RESEARCH GUIDE IS YOUR 

BESTIE Buy a copy of the Genealogist's Handbook 

for New England Research (NEHGS) before 

doing anything else. This guide is crucial for 

understanding your ancestor's roots and 

where to search for historical information.  

Planning Tip #4 CHANGE IS INEVITABLE 
Regularly review repositories' collections as 

they may add new records or move collections 

to other archives. The syllabus web links are 

current as of today but are subject to change. 
 

Planning Tip #3 

DITCH THE TECH AND GO ALL OLD SCHOOL 

Not all information is online! Let your fingers do 

the walking, but lace up your sneakers and hit the 

pavement.  Call an archive for more details about 

its collections or plan an in-person visit.  
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1. Local History

STRATEGY: Understand how and when an area was settled. Find important historical details for 
religious, economic, and social groups. Published works are found in libraries and local archives, 
as well as online. Get a handle on what repositories exist for your research plan.  

SOURCES: county/town histories, journals, research guides, manuscripts 

FINDING AID LOCATION 

8 American Ancestors ($)
( NEHGS (Boston, MA) ($)

americanancestors.org 

8 Ancestry ($) ancestry.com 

8 Digital Public Library of America dp.la 

8 Family Search familysearch.org 

& Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research (by NEGHS) Ü use current edition

8 Google Books books.google.com 

8 HathiTrust hathitrust.org 

8 Internet Archive archive.org 

( Massachusetts Historical Society (Boston, MA) masshist.org 

( Massachusetts State Archives (Boston, MA) sec.state.ma.us/arc 

8 Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports
( Massachusetts Historical Commission (Boston, MA)

sec.state.ma.us/mhc/mhc
hpp/TownSurveyRpts.htm 

( State Library of Massachusetts (Boston, MA) mass.gov/orgs/state-
library-of-massachusetts 

( Town clerk varies by town 

( Town historical commission varies by town 

( Town historical society varies by town 

( Town library varies by town 

8 WorldCat worldcat.org 
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& PUBLICATION TIP: The NEHGS guide, Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research, 
is the longest-standing research guide for New England and should be the first step in 
your research plan. The current 5th edition features a standardized format for each of 
the six states that includes: 
 

• General information about regional research and recordkeeping
• List of major repositories with significant regional or state collections
• State maps with county boundaries
• County maps with town boundaries
• County information
• City, town, and plantation information

8 ONLINE TIP: When searching online, just use two keywords – "[town name] "and 
"history." These are the most common words used in a book or webpage title.  

( LOCAL ARCHIVE TIP: Do your homework to confirm if the specific information you are 
looking for is in a repository's collection before you visit. One town may archive a record 
at the town hall, while another may archive it at the town museum.  

Ü RESEARCH NOTE: Be mindful of the author's intent in early published local histories 
because embellishment and inaccuracies were common. Confirm all unsourced claims 
with further research and documentation.  
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2. Town Maps

STRATEGY: Locate where your ancestor settled. Understand how the town name and border 
changed over time (e.g., village separated from parent plantation). Land from one town may 
have also merged with a neighboring town or state. You can find rare maps in archives, 
libraries, historical societies, and historical commissions at the state, county, and local levels. 

SOURCES: map collections 

FINDING AID LOCATION 

8 American Ancestors ($)
( NEHGS (Boston, MA) ($)

americanancestors.org 

8 Ancestry ($) ancestry.com 

8 Atlas of Historical County Boundaries publications.newberry.org/
ahcbp/ 

8 David Rumsey Historical Map Collection davidrumsey.com 

8 Digital Commonwealth digitalcommonwealth.org 

8 Digital Public Library of America dp.la 

8 Family Search familysearch.org 

& Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research (by NEGHS) Ü use current edition

8 Historic Map Works historicmapworks.com 

8 Historical Atlases and Maps of the U.S. mapofus.org 

8 HistoryGeo.com ($) historygeo.com 

8 Library of Congress loc.gov/maps 

( Massachusetts Historical Society (Boston, MA) masshist.org 

( Massachusetts State Archives (Boston, MA) sec.state.ma.us/arc 

8 Old Maps Online oldmapsonline.org 

8 OldMaps.com old-maps.com 

( State Library of Massachusetts (Boston, MA) mass.gov/orgs/state-
library-of-massachusetts 
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FINDING AID LOCATION 

8 The Norman B. Leventhal Map Center
( Boston Public Library/ (Boston, MA)

leventhalmap.org 

( Town clerk varies by town 

( Town historical commission varies by town 

( Town historical society varies by town 

( Town library varies by town 

8 U.S. Board on Geographic Names geonames.usgs.gov 

8 U.S. Topographical Maps store.usgs.gov/map-locator 

8 WorldCat worldcat.org 

8 ONLINE TIP: You may find the same map on more than one of the listed sources. There 
is some overlap of collections, but there are also unique maps in different archives and 
repositories, so be sure to check them all out.  

( LOCAL ARCHIVE TIP: Oversized maps are tricky to photograph if you need to retain fine 
details. Practice taking photos and image editing before your research trip. Take your 
time (and a variety of snaps) during your actual visit.  
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3. Birth, Marriage, Death, and Burial

STRATEGY: Locate records that place an ancestor at a specific place at a particular time. Identify 
family members and associates who moved together as a group during early settlement. 
Understand mortality rates and causes during the settlement period.  

SOURCES: vital, church, and cemetery records, gravestone transcriptions, diaries, bibles 

FINDING AID LOCATION 

8 American Ancestors ($)
( NEHGS (Boston, MA) ($)

americanancestors.org 

8 Ancestry ($) ancestry.com 

8 Billion Graves billiongraves.com 

8 Digital Commonwealth digitalcommonwealth.org 

8 Digital Public Library of America dp.la 

8 Family Search familysearch.org 

8 Find A Grave findagrave.com 

& Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research (by NEGHS) Ü use current edition

8 Google Books books.google.com 

8 HathiTrust hathitrust.org 

8 Internet Archive archive.org 

( Massachusetts State Archives (Boston, MA) sec.state.ma.us/arc 

( State Library of Massachusetts (Boston, MA) mass.gov/orgs/state-library-of-
massachusetts 

( Town cemeteries varies by town 

( Town churches varies by town 

( Town clerk varies by town 

( Town historical society varies by town 

( Town library varies by town 

8 WorldCat worldcat.org 
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& PUBLICATION TIP: Many of Massachusetts' earliest vital records have been transcribed, 
microfilmed, and published in journals or books. When the original documents are 
fragile, inaccessible, or lost, you can use published works as the best available sources 
for your research. (Note: many of these works are also available online.) 

8 ONLINE TIP: Cemetery transcriptions can be found almost anywhere, from a local 
historical society's catalog to a genealogist's blog. Sometimes a simple Google keyword 
search for "cemetery transcription [town name]" will get you to a finding aid or even a 
complete burial inventory.  

Ü RESEARCH TIP: Evidence needs to be confirmed by multiple independent sources due to 
common problems found with early colonial records:  

• Inaccurate information
• Incomplete information
• Illegible or deteriorating materials
• Transcription errors
• Abstracts that omit essential details from the original record
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4. Census, Tax, and Voter Lists

STRATEGY: Locate records that place an ancestor at a specific place at a particular time. Use 
evidence for extended family and associates from the previous research steps to identify your 
ancestor's correct records.  

SOURCES: original town records 

FINDING AID LOCATION 

8 American Ancestors ($)
( NEHGS (Boston, MA) ($)

americanancestors.org 

8 Ancestry ($) ancestry.com 

8 Digital Commonwealth digitalcommonwealth.org 

8 Digital Public Library of America dp.la 

8 Family Search familysearch.org 

& Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research by NEGHS Ü use current edition

8 Internet Archive archive.org 

( Massachusetts State Archives (Boston, MA) sec.state.ma.us/arc 

( State Library of Massachusetts (Boston, MA) mass.gov/orgs/state-
library-of-massachusetts 

( Town clerk varies by town 

( Town historical society varies by town 

( Town library varies by town 

8 WorldCat worldcat.org 

Ü RESEARCH TIP: The first federal census did not occur until 1776, at the request of the 
Continental Congress. Compliance was inconsistent, and original records are difficult to 
locate. Use census substitutes of tax lists and other town records to establish ancestors' 
residences in the 17th and early 18th centuries. 

MGC 2022 Virtual Seminar - CONNECTIONS 65



Digging Up Colonial New England Ancestor Records 
© 2022 Beth Finch McCarthy 

10 

5. Court, Land, and Probate

STRATEGY: Compare residence and property evidence from previous research to find new 
documents that pinpoint the location of an ancestor's property or confirm vital events. Family 
members, associates, and other personal details can be found in this category of records.  

SOURCES: town records, deeds, land records, tax lists, wills, and probate records 

FINDING AID LOCATION 

8 American Ancestors ($)
( NEHGS (Boston, MA) ($) americanancestors.org 

8 Ancestry ($) ancestry.com 

8 Digital Commonwealth digitalcommonwealth.org 

8 Digital Public Library of America dp.la 

8 Family Search familysearch.org 

& Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research by NEGHS Ü use current edition

8 Internet Archive archive.org 

8 Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS)
( Massachusetts Historical Commission (Boston, MA)

mhc-macris.net 

8 Massachusetts Land Records masslandrecords.com 

( Massachusetts State Archives (Boston, MA) sec.state.ma.us/arc 

( State Library of Massachusetts (Boston, MA) mass.gov/orgs/state-
library-of-massachusetts 

& New England Court Records by Diane Rapaport (2006) amazon.com 

( Town clerk varies by town 

( Town historical society varies by town 

8 WorldCat worldcat.org 

Ü RESEARCH TIP: Colonial land records use "metes and bounds" for property descriptions. 
This method uses landmarks such as trees and piles of stones to describe property 
boundaries. Compare the clues of recognizable landmarks and neighbors' names (e.g., 
"county road") to historical maps of that period. 
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6. Genealogies, Family Histories

STRATEGY: Once you identify your correct ancestors or their family members, research 
compiled genealogies and published family histories to gather additional family information. 

SOURCES: published works, manuscripts 

FINDING AID LOCATION 

8 American Ancestors ($)
( NEHGS (Boston, MA) ($)

americanancestors.org 

8 Ancestry ($) ancestry.com 

8 Digital Public Library of America dp.la 

8 Family Search familysearch.org 

8 Google Books books.google.com 

8 HathiTrust hathitrust.org 

8 Internet Archive archive.org 

( Massachusetts Historical Society (Boston, MA) masshist.org 

( State Library of Massachusetts (Boston, MA) mass.gov/orgs/state-
library-of-massachusetts 

( Town historical society varies by town 

( Town library varies by town 

8 WorldCat worldcat.org 

Ü RESEARCH TIP: Genealogies and family histories, particularly those published in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, are notoriously unsourced. While early compilations were 
created closer in time to the actual events, later researchers may have found more 
reliable evidence. Check at the end of chapters or books for the author's corrections to 
the research (often titled "errata"). 
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Genealogist’s Handbook for New England 
Research, 6th Edition 
Getting the Most from It 
Rhonda R. McClure, rmcclure@nehgs.org 

New England research covers the six states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, and Vermont.  The unique record keeping of the New England states with some 
records found on the town level and others found on the county level sometimes causes confusion 
to those new to researching in New England. 

The recently published sixth edition of the Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research has 
endeavored to compiled everything you would need in a single volume to know what records exist 
and where those records might be accessed. 

Vital Records 
In New England it seems that vital records abound. Many of the New England states did begin the 
record of vital records very early. For this, genealogists can be thankful. However, this abundance of 
records can cause its own problems. 

• Vital records for all the states are found on the town level and in many cases begin at the
founding of the town.

• Statewide registration of vital records: Connecticut (1897), Maine (1892), Massachusetts
(1841), New Hampshire (1905), Rhode Island (1853), Vermont (1857).

• Record availability: Connecticut (through 1900), Maine (through 1955), Massachusetts
(through 1925), New Hampshire (births through 1900, marriages and deaths through
1947), Rhode Island (through 1901), Vermont (through 1992).

• Many vital records for New England available on microfilm through the Family History
Library and the New England Historic Genealogical Society as well as online.

Note: Town tables are designed to give you the most on vital record availability. 

Probate Records 
Probate records are some of the most sought in genealogical research because of the familial 
relationships that are often included in wills and other records generated during the probating of 
an estate. 

• Probate records are found on the county level for the states of Maine, Massachusetts, and
New Hampshire.

• Rhode Island is the only state in the country where probate records are maintained at the
town level.

• Connecticut and Vermont maintain probate records on a district level. Vermont’s districts
coincide with the counties.  Connecticut currently has 54 probate districts for the 169 towns
because of consolidations in 2011.
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Note: Both narrative and county information aid in where to find probate records in the Handbook. 
 
Because of the districts in Connecticut which, like towns, were created as populations grew, the 
sixth edition of the Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research town table for Connecticut 
not only identifies the present-day probate district, but also has columns for the pre-2011 probate 
district and the “parent” district of that pre-2011 probate district. Using the columns in the town 
table you can identify the proper probate district for the period in which your ancestor died. 

Deed Records 
Land records should not be overlooked.  They help to establish residency and they may also 
indicate relationship or help identify death in the case of property that is inherited. 

• Deed records are found on the county level for the states Maine, Massachusetts, and New 
Hampshire. 

• Deed records for the states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont are found on the 
town level. 

• When researching in Maine, it is important to remember the unique relationship between 
Maine and Massachusetts. 

• Boundary disputes may affect where you find certain land records recorded. 
• Many of the deed books have been microfilmed by the Family History Library and are 

making their way online. 
 

State Census Records 
While genealogists rely heavily on the decennial federal census records, they often are unaware of 
the state census records that are available for some of the New England states. 

• Connecticut – Did only one state census, and it was a survey of those men over the age of 
sixteen in preparation for World War I.  

• Massachusetts – Two state censuses have survived, 1855 and 1865.   
• Rhode Island – Has taken state enumerations in the years 1865, 1875, 1885, 1905, 1915, 

1925, and 1935.   
 

Published Resources 
The published volumes for families, histories, and records abound for the New England states. Most 
of the New England states have similar published volumes. Some of the different types include 

• “Mug Books” – Some of the county and state histories in which certain families are 
highlighted have been dubbed “mug books.” While some of these books may be reliable, it is 
always a good idea to use them primarily for the clues they can supply, relying more heavily 
on original documents as the actual evidence. 

• Scholarly works – Scholarly writings can be found published both in books and in 
periodicals. 

• Family Histories – Many of these are self-published. Researchers should evaluate the 
information within the cover by the sources cited. 
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• Miscellaneous Records – There are many volumes of published vital records, probate
records, and more.  Whenever possible the researcher should go beyond the published
records to the originals to verify the information.

Note: Many scholarly works have been highlighted throughout the chapters of the Genealogist’s 
Handbook for New England Research. 

Repositories 
Because there are so many records and resources available on New England ancestry, there are 
many repositories that have collections of New England records.  The Internet offers genealogists 
many ways to discover what these repositories offer in the way of New England research both in 
regard to holdings as well as research guidance. Some may require traveling to the repository. 
Others offer interlibrary loan or some other loan program for some of their holdings. 

State Archives and Libraries 

• Connecticut State Library (http://www.ctstatelibrary.org)
• Maine State Archives (http://www.state.me.us/sos/arc/)
• Massachusetts State Archives (http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/)
• New Hampshire State Library (http://www.nh.gov/nhsl/)
• Rhode Island State Library (http://sos.ri.gov/divisions/Civics-And-Education/state-library)
• Vermont State Archives (https://sos.vermont.gov/vsara/)

Genealogy Libraries 

• Family History Library (http://www.familysearch.org/)
• New England Historic Genealogical Society (http://www.americanancestors.org/)

Bibliography 
There are many resources highlighted throughout the Handbook, but here is a short list of useful 
volumes. 

Crandall, Ralph, ed., Genealogical Research in New England (Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical 
Publishing Company, Inc., 1984). 

Galvin, William Francis, Historical Data Relating to the Counties, Cities, and Towns of 
Massachusetts, 5th ed. (Boston, Massachusetts: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1997). 

Lainhart, Ann Smith, Digging for Genealogical Treasure in New England Town Records, (Boston, 
Massachusetts: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1996). 

McClure, Rhonda R., ed., Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 6th ed. (Boston, 
Massachusetts: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2021). 
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Rubincam, Milton, ed., Genealogical Research: Methods and Sources, 2 vols. (Washington, D.C.: The 
American Society of Genealogists, 1980). 

 

Web Resources 
American Ancestors and New England Historic Genealogical Society 
http://www.americanancestors.org  

Ancestry http://www.ancestry.com 

Connecticut State Library http://www.ctstatelibrary.org 

FamilySearch http://www.familysearch.org 

Fold3 http://www.fold3.com 

Google http://www.google.com 

Massachusetts State Archives https://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/ 

Maine State Archives https://www.maine.gov/sos/arc/ 

New Hampshire State Library https://www.nh.gov/nhsl/ 

Rhode Island State Library https://www.sos.ri.gov/divisions/Civics-And-Education/state-library 

USGebWeb http://www.usgenweb.org 

Vermont State Archives https://sos.vermont.gov/vsara/ 
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 THE 1950 CENSUS: Searching with and without a Name Index 
Stephen P. Morse (steve@stevemorse.org) 

Opening Day 

The census day was April 1, 1950.  The census is sealed for 72 years for privacy reasons.  
So the census will be opened on April 1, 2022. 

Starting with the 1940 census, the master census microfilm was not copied and 
distributed to various archives and libraries.  Instead the 1940 census was scanned and 
placed online for free.  The same will be true for the 1950 census.  But a complete name 
index will not exist on opening day.  That means that the only way to access the census 
initially will be by location.  When name indexes exist, there will still many reasons for 
doing locational searches. 

The census is organized by Enumeration Districts (EDs), so to access the census by 
location, you need to convert the location to an Enumeration District. 

Enumeration Districts 

An Enumeration District is an area that can be canvassed by a single census taker 
(enumerator) in a census period.  Since 1880, all information in the census microfilms is 
arranged by Enumeration District.  If you do not know the Enumeration District, you 
cannot access the census by location! 

Each Enumeration District within a state has a unique number.  Since 1930, the number is 
of the form XX-YY where XX is a prefix number assigned to each county (usually 
alphabetical) and YY is a district number within the county.  Starting in 1940 some of the 
larger cities have their own prefix number.  Such city prefix numbers come after the last 
county prefix.  In 1940 the larger cities were those with 100,000 people or more whereas 
in 1950 it was 50,000. 

As an example, the prefixes in California in 1930 went from 1 (Alameda County) to 58 
(Yuba County).  Los Angeles County was somewhere in the middle with prefix number 
19. Long Beach City is in Los Angeles County, so in 1930 it too had prefix 19.  But in
1940 it was given its own prefix, namely 59.  And in 1950 it was given prefix 65.
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Finding your Family’s Location in 1950 
 
Before you can use the location tools to determine the Enumeration District, you need to 
know your family’s location.  If you don’t already have the address, there are several 
ways of finding it: 
 

address books    naturalization records 
birth/marriage/death certificates photographs 
city directories    relatives 
diaries     school/church records 
employment records   scrapbooks 
letters     social security applications 
local newspapers/books  WW II draft registrations 

 
Determining the Enumeration District 
 
The One-Step website has several tools for determining the Enumeration District.  In past 
years there was one tool for large cities and another for rural areas.  Starting in 1940 
those two tools were combined into a single unified tool that can be used in both cases.  
So the user no longer had to make the decision as to which tool to use.  This unified tool 
was then retrofitted to cover all years back to 1880 (before 1880 there were no 
enumeration districts).  If the city you enter in the Unified tool is one of those supported 
large cities, will obtain EDs based on streets and cross streets that you select.  If you enter 
a non-supported city, the Unified tool will obtain EDs by searching for keywords in the 
ED definitions.   
 
Other 1950 census tools on the One-Step site are: ED Definition Tool for definitions on 
microfilm, ED Definition Tool for transcribed definitions, Street-List Tool, ED Maps 
Tool, Census Tracts Tool, and Street Name-Change Tool.  When the census is open, there 
will be a Census Image Tool and a Search-by-Name Tool. 
 
Information on the Census 
 
What can you expect to find in the census?  For the most part, it will be the same sorts of 
things that you are probably familiar with from previous census years.  That includes 
things like street and house number, house owned or rented, house value or monthly rent, 
name of each person in household, relation of each person to the head of household, sex, 
color or race, age, marital status, place of birth, citizenship, current occupation, and 
industry. 
 
In addition, there are several new questions for 1950 and several that were dropped.  An 
example of one that was dropped is the name of informant (so you can see if the 
information was provided by someone knowledgeable or not).  This was asked in 1940 
for the first time.  Others dropped are whether the residence was owned or rented, what 
was the native tongue spoken, and whether or not the person had a social security 
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number.  Some of the new questions were whether the house had three or more acres, and 
the number of years in current marriage 

There were many more questions that were considered for the census but were rejected.  
Examples of some of the rejected questions are whether you owned a bible, whether you 
are over six feet tall, your hair color, whether you owned a burial plot, and how many 
dogs you had. 

Sampling 

Before the 1940 census there was no sampling.  Every form had 50 lines, and every one 
of the 50 people was asked every question.  In 1940 there were 40 lines per form, and the 
people on two of those lines (5%) were asked additional questions.  In 1950 there were 
30 lines per form, and the people on six of those lines (20%) were asked additional 
questions.  Furthermore one of those six people was asked yet more questions.  So in 
1950, there was two levels of sampling. 

Expect the Unexpected (the page numbering gap) 

Prior to 1940, all pages were numbered sequentially starting with 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, etc.  If 
second set of visits was needed, because some people weren’t at home when the census 
taker made his first visit, those visits started sequentially after the end of the first set of 
visits.  There were no page gaps. 

In 1940, the second set of visits started on page number 61A.  And transients (residents of 
hotels, flop houses) were enumerated on pages starting at 81A. 

Assume that the first set of visits ended on page number 40B.  It will appear that the 
pages from 41A to 60B are missing.  People unfamiliar with the new numbering scheme 
might erroneously assume that the family they are unable to find is on one of the missing 
pages. 

In 1950 the second set of visits will start on page 71.  Hotels and flop houses were 
enumerated on a special night (April 11 for hotels, April 13 for flop houses).  These are 
both referred to as T-Night.  It is not currently known where the T-night enumerations are 
located. 

The Long Awaited Name Index 

Although no name index will exist on opening day (because the genealogical websites 
will not have an advance peek at the census pages), work will begin on the index as soon 
as the census is opened.  For the 1940 census, the index was completed within five 
months, although the initial quality of the transcription was poor because of the rush to 
market.  It is anticipated that the 1950 name index will be completed in the same period 
of time. 

MGC 2022 Virtual Seminar - CONNECTIONS 75



So the question comes about as to whether the location tools presented here will be made 
obsolete by the name index.  The answer is NO.  And that’s because not everyone can be 
found from a name search.  Let’s think about it.  Your ancestor might have come from a 
foreign country and spoke with a heavy accent.  Your ancestor didn’t write his name 
directly into the census book but rather told his name to the census taker who in turn 
wrote the name.  So the census taker would have to make his best guess as to what your 
ancestor said with his heavy accent.  Seventy-two years later the genealogical websites 
are going transcribe the census and produce a name index.  They do so by reading the 
names that the census taker wrote down.  And of course the census takers were not 
known for having great handwriting.  So the transcribers will need to make their best 
guess as to what the census taker wrote down, which was the census taker’s best guess as 
to what your ancestor said.  It’s like the game of telephone, and the chances of getting it 
right get lower and lower. 

However it’s not as bleak as all that, and in 90% of the cases you will be successful by 
using the name index (although I hate to give numbers like that because you know that 
87% of statistics are made up).  But there will be those non-negligible number of cases in 
which a name index will fail you and you’ll have to do a location search.  For this reason, 
the One-Step location tools will never be obsolete. 

Next question is whether the One-Step site will provide support for the name index.  The 
answer is YES.  It has supported name indexes for the census years up to 1940, and that 
will be extended to include 1950 as well.  But since several websites (commercial and 
otherwise) will have the 1950 name index, they of course will provide a means of using 
that name index totally on their own site.  However there are several advantages to using 
the name index through the One-Step site.  Specifically the search form for One-Step 
name index will probably contain more search fields than will be present on the 
underlying site.  Another advantage is that the One-Step search form will make it easy to 
switch between different census years.  For example, suppose you just found your 
grandfather in the 1940 census and now would like to look for him in the 1930 census.  
His name hasn’t changed.  His year and place of birth hasn’t changed.  And there are 
probably several other attributes about him that haven’t changed.  Yet if you found him 
using the search form on the commercial site for 1940, you then have to navigate away 
from that form, got up a few levels, select 1930, come down a few levels, and then fill in 
the 1930 form from scratch.  On the One-Step form, all you have to do is change the year 
(it’s in a drop-down box) and never leave the search form.  A final advantage of doing the 
name search on the One-Step site is that you will have both the location tools and the 
name-search tool on the same site. 

Where is the One-Step Site? 

It’s at http://stevemorse.org.  Note that’s “.org” and not “.com”.  Someone else has the 
“.com” domain and claims to be the “Official Steve Morse Website.”  Don’t be fooled – 
he is not the Official Steve Morse – I am of course.  ;-)  
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Alice Nash 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
anash@history.umass.edu 

Indigenous Peoples in the Archives 
2022 Massachusetts Genealogical Council Virtual Seminar 

This presentation will discuss challenges and opportunities for research on Indigenous peoples in 
the archives. This can very according to whether the seeker is an Indigenous person, researching 
their own family, or someone less familiar with the specific histories and context that shape the 
archives available to us today. The work differs depending on whether we focus on the 
seventeenth century or more recent generations. The examples will come from my own research 
as a non-Indigenous scholar of Indigenous histories, framed within a broad introduction to 
archives and issues. 

Challenges 

• Unlearning in order to learn: Biological families exist in specific social, cultural,
political, and historical contexts. Indigenous family histories are/were documented in
primary sources shaped by colonial systems that are ongoing. How can we identify and
address unstated assumptions and misinformation that act as impediments to research?

• Geographic range: Indigenous homelands pre-date the establishment of Massachusetts
and the U.S. There are long histories of trade, travel, and intermarriage, exacerbated by
war, disease, and diaspora in the period after colonization began. Indigenous genealogies
cross geopolitical and linguistic borders.

Access to archives 

Some institutions have developed outreach programs and resources that help them to connect 
with Indigenous individuals and communities, to invite people in but also to learn from them. 
Look for programs that embrace meaningful protocols of reciprocity. Do they employ 
Indigenous peoples in leadership positions? Do their policies invite people in, or keep them out? 

• The American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, MA
o From English to Algonkian: Early New England Translations

https://www.americanantiquarian.org/EnglishtoAlgonquian/
• New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston, MA

o One of the best resources around is an in-person archivist who is knowledgeable
about your topic. NEHGS has some of the best.

o Indigenous peoples moved in their lifetimes due to war, disease, economic
concerns, marriage, and other factors. Catholic church records from New France
record the names and tribal/family affiliations of people from northern New
England. These records have been digitized. They are available online for a fee in
a searchable database as well as in 47 print volumes, available in the NEHGS
library. See Hubert Charbonneau and Jacques Légaré, editors, Répertoire des
actes de baptême, mariage, sépulture et des recensements du Québec ancien.
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• Register of Deeds by county – see the list here 
o “Indian deeds” from before 1776 use English legal forms to document land 

transactions between English and Indigenous peoples. The Sellers are named as 
individuals but a close reading acknowledges that they are representatives of a 
larger group. For an introduction to what an be learned from these documents, see 
Alice Nash, “Quanquan’s Mortgage of 1663.” Some deeds have been published, 
e.g. Harry Andrew Wright, Indian Deeds of Hampden County (1905). 

o The most readily available and well-known deeds tell the same story: Our town 
bought the land in a legitimate transaction from Indians who were happy to sell it. 
To dig deeper, read Jean M. O’Brien, Dispossession by Degrees: Indian Land and 
Identity in Natick, Massachusetts, 1650-1790 (2003) for a case study, and her 
later work, Firsting and Lasting: Writing Indians out of Existence in New 
England (2010), which draws on town histories to tell an important story. 

• If you are looking for information about your own family, contact the relevant tribal 
genealogist. They have access to information that is not public. Be as specific as possible. 
Queries that begin with, “We have an Indian ancestor but don’t know what tribe” are 
likely to go unanswered.  

 
Other useful sources 
 
Bowden, Henry W. and Ronda, James. P., John Eliot's Indian Dialogues: A Study in Cultural 

Interaction. Greenwood Press, 1980. 
Bridenbaugh, Carl and Tomlinson, Juliette, eds.  The Pynchon Papers, Vol. 1 (letters) and Vol. 2 

(account books). Colonial Society of Massachusetts (1982, 1985). 
Coleman, Emma Lewis.  New England Captives Carried to Canada Between 1677 and 1760 

during the French and Indian Wars.  2 vols.  Southworth Press, 1925. 
Day, Gordon M. The Identity of the St. Francis Indians. Canadian Ethnology Service Paper no. 

71.  Ottawa: National Museums of Canada, 1981. 
Day, Gordon M., Michael K. Foster, and William Cowan. In Search of New England’s Native 

Past : Selected Essays. University of Massachusetts Press, 1998. 
Haefeli, Evan and Sweeney, Kevin, "Wattanummon's World: Personal and Tribal Identity in the 

Algonquian Diaspora, c. 1660-1712," Actes du Vingt-Cinquième Congrès des 
Algonquinistes, ed. William Cowan (Ottawa: Carleton U, 1994), 212-24. (Not a primary 
source but it documents how individuals moved across space and time.) 

Libby, Charles Thornton, Allen, Neal W. and Moody, Robert E., eds.  Province and Court 
Records of Maine, 1636-1727.  6 vols.  Portland, ME: 1928-1964. 

Massachusetts State Archives, Boston, MA 
Pilling, James Constantine. Bibliography of the Algonquian Languages (1891). The rare book 

lists are useful but his commentary is pure gold. 
Shepard, Thomas.  "The Clear Sun-shine of the Gospel Breaking Forth Upon the Indians of New 

England" [1648].  Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 3rd. ser., 4 
(1834):24-67. 

Shurtleff, Nathaniel B., ed.  The Records of the Governor and Company of Massachusetts Bay in 
New England.  5 vols.  Boston: William White, 1853-54. 

Thwaites, Reuben Gold., ed.  The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents: Travels and 
Explorations of the Jesuit Missionaries in New France, 1610-1791.  73 vols.  Cleveland: 
Burrows Brothers Co., 1896-1901. 
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Conducting Jewish Genealogical Research in Massachusetts 
Adina C. Newman, Ed.D. 

adina@myfamilygenie.com / www.myfamilygenie.com 

Historical Context for Earliest Jews Arriving to the American Colonies 

• Expulsion of Jews from Spain and Portugal
• First Jews in New England

o Jewish settlement in Colonial New England was limited and transient
 Some notable exceptions in Boston

• Contributions of Sephardic Jews of Boston
 Solomon Franco
 Moses Michael Hays

• Banking, Boston Common, Harvard
 Touro Family

• Mass General, Bunker Hill
• Ashkenazi Immigrants

o German and Polish Jews first began arriving around the 1830s-1840s,
predominantly settling in Boston, Hartford, New Haven.

o An influx from Eastern Europe who left due to increased anti-Semitic persecution
and financial hardship for a better life began around the 1880s.

o HIAS (Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society) Boston assisted immigrants with
navigating their new lives.

• Commonwealth Jewish History
o In 1821, Massachusetts granted full citizenship rights to its religious minorities,

which included Jews.
o German Jews first settled in Boston in the early 1840s, primarily concentrating in

the South End.
 They established the city’s first synagogue, Congregation Ohabei Shalom,

and burial grounds.
 Tension among “German” versus “Polish” members resulted in the

congregation’s split with the Polish contingent ultimately keeping the
name and building, and the German group founding Adath Israel, today’s
Temple Israel of Boston.

o Between 1880-1914, more the 90,000 Jews, primarily from Eastern Europe, noted
Massachusetts as their final destination upon immigration.
 As German Jews began to move to wealthier areas, new immigrants

settled in the South End.
 Eastern European Jews also settled in the North and West Ends, with the

latter having as many as 40,000 Jews around 1910.
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 Outside Boston, Chelsea was known as the “Jerusalem of America.”
o As Jews became more settled and successful, they began to move north, south,

and west to the suburbs.
o Jewish settlement also occurred in Western Massachusetts, with populations in

Pittsfield, Holyoke, Springfield, and Worcester.
o Several notable individuals and institutions were from Massachusetts, including

Louis Brandeis (and the university that is his namesake), the Filene family,
Leonard Nimoy, Sumner Redstone, Sheldon Adelson.

o Today, Jews comprise about 4% of the Commonwealth’s population

Records and Repositories for Locating Family within Massachusetts 

o In many ways, Jewish genealogy is not unique; several records and repositories
that would be utilized for other groups are the same
 Certain nuances distinguish Jewish genealogical research that are

noteworthy
o Traditional genealogical records

 Census records
• Where was each child born?
• Where were the parents and/or grandparents from?
• Surrounding neighbors?

 City directories
• Who else lived at the address?
• FAN Club principle

 Vital records
• Birth (e.g., Naming patterns- Ashkenazi Jews are commonly

named after deceased family members, while Sephardic Jews may
be named after living ones)

• Names on vital records may be Americanized, especially if the
recorded individual was not born in the U.S.

• Double names, Yiddish versus Hebrew names (calques, variants),
diminutives and nicknames

• May only find last name only, so search using parents’ names
 Newspapers

• Check local newspapers in the area of interest
• Search with names and addresses

 Graves
• Hebrew/Yiddish name
• Father’s Hebrew/Yiddish name, Kohen or Levi?
• Was the cemetery affiliated with a synagogue? Specific town?

o Landsmanshaften
 Yearbooks

© Dr. Adina C. Newman, 2022. All rights reserved. 
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Repositories and Genealogical Societies for Massachusetts Research 

• Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center at NEHGS / jewishheritagecenter.org
o Over 260 archival collections
o Several paper collections

 Includes prominent Rabbi collections (e.g., Boruchoff, Gorovitz, etc.)
o Hospital records
o B’nai Brith, Combined Jewish Philanthropies (CJP), Hadassah
o Bureau of Jewish Education records
o Various synagogue records
o Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) Boston Port Records

• Jewish Cemetery Association of Massachusetts / www.jcam.org
• New England Jewish History Collaborative (Massachusetts) /

www.nejhc.org/massachusetts
• Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston / www.jgsgb.org
• Western Massachusetts Jewish Genealogical Society / www.wmjgs.org
• Jewish Historical Society of Western Massachusetts / www.jhswm.org
• Yiddish Book Center / www.yiddishbookcenter.org

Selected Jewish Massachusetts Newspapers 

The Jewish Advocate (1902-2020)  

Boston Jewish Chronicle (1890-1893)  

The Jewish Times (Also known as Boston Jewish Times and The Jewish Weekly Times, 1945-
1992)  

Idisher Fihrer Boston (Yiddish) (1923-1926) 

Jewish Journal (1977-Present) 

© Dr. Adina C. Newman, 2022. All rights reserved. 
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Rogers, W. A. , Artist, and Copyright 
Claimant Harper & Brothers. The Jewish 
Quarter, Boston. United States Boston 
Massachusetts, ca. 1899. Photograph. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2010717654/. 
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© 2022, Susan M. O’Connor, All Rights Reserved. 

Pinpointing Ancestors Using Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
Susan M O’Connor – O’Connor Genealogical Services – smoconnor@live.com 

Where did your ancestors live? How did they live? What was their dwelling like? As genealogists we can 
generally find the addresses of our ancestors on census records, marriage licenses, death certificates 
and other sources. But the next question should be: where exactly is this address? What was the 
dwelling like? How far did ancestors live from their place of work, other relatives, or their place of 
worship? Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps are one resource to locate where your ancestors lived and bring 
detail to their story. 

Fire Insurance Maps 
In the late 18th century fire insurance companies in London used detailed maps of urban areas to assess 
fire risk. These maps thoroughly described such features as land use, the construction of residential and 
commercial buildings, access to fire-fighting resources, transportation infrastructure, and risk factors for 
distinct types of businesses.  

After the Civil War, American cities grew rapidly due to factors such as the Homestead Act, railroad 
construction, industrialization, and massive immigration. The density of cities increased, the size of 
structures grew, and new construction techniques were employed. As a result, property law changed 
and the risk of fires breaking out increased. Fire insurance became essential in the 19th century. 

Daniel Alfred Sanborn 
Daniel A. Sanborn (1827-1883), a 
surveyor and civil engineer, was hired 
by the Aetna Insurance Company to 
create insurance maps for Boston and 
several cities in Tennessee. Realizing a 
lucrative opportunity, he formed the 
D. A. Sanborn National Insurance
Diagram Bureau in 1867 in New York
City.

In 1867 the company published its first 
fire insurance map: Insurance Map of Boston, Volume 1. In 1899, 
Sanborn acquired Perris and Brown, an older firm and the company 
was renamed Sanborn-Perris Map Company, Ltd. The company 
name was again changed to the Sanborn Map Company in 1902. Sanborn Map Company purchased its 
last major competitor, the E. Hexamer & Sons of Philadelphia, in 1916, thus becoming a monopoly for 
fire insurance maps. At its peak in 1920, the company employed 300 field surveyors and 400 
cartographers, printers, managers, salesmen, and support staff. 
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In 1950, the basis for insurance underwriting changed to “line carding” (where each building was listed 
on its own card), and the maps were no longer needed. The Sanborn Map Company produced its last 
new map in 1961 and the last update in 1977. The company still exists and continues to provide detailed 
information for land and property development. 

Sanborn Fire Maps 
The Sanborn map collection consists of a uniform series of over 1.3 million large-scale maps, dating from 
1867, and depicting the commercial, industrial, and residential sections of some 12,000 cities and towns 
in the United States, Canada, and Mexico. The maps were designed to assist fire insurance agents in 
determining the degree of hazard associated with a particular property and, therefore, show the size, 
shape, and construction of dwellings, commercial buildings, and factories as well as fire walls, locations 
of windows and doors, sprinkler systems, and types of roofs. The maps also indicate widths and names 
of streets, property boundaries, building use, and house and block number. They show the locations of 
water mains and fire alarm boxes and hydrants. 

Maps for a particular area were drawn to a scale of 50 feet to 1 inch (1:600) on 21” x 25” sheets of 
paper. The maps were lithographed in black and white with coloring added with wax pencils or 
watercolor.  

EDR Lightbox now owns the complete collection (https://edrnet.com/prods/lightbox/).  

Navigating Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
Map Volumes 
Individual maps for a location were bound into volumes as they were published. Smaller cities and 
towns might need only one volume while large cities such as Boston required multiple volumes for each 
edition. Each volume consisted of a decorative title page or index sheet plus individual maps usually 
depicting four to six blocks. 
 
Title Page 
The first place to start when researching a location is the title page of a 
volume, sometimes referred to as the index page. These sheets show a 
broader top-down view of the developed areas divided into numbered 
sections. Major components of the title page include: 

• an index of the major streets and addresses, 
• a “specials” index with the names of churches, schools, and 

businesses, 
• a master index showing the total mapped area and the sheet 

numbers for each large-scale map,  
• a key to symbols used in the maps,  
• the direction of true north,  
• the total number of maps in the volume,  
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• the scale of the maps,  
• the date of the edition, and  
• a description of Water Facilities and of the Fire Department. 

 
Key 
Each title page has a key to the colors, abbreviations and symbols used 
on the individual maps. The keys vary from map volume to map volume; 
some are more complex than others. Understanding the key is essential 
in identifying the type of building one’s ancestors lived in as well as their 
living conditions.  

EDR Lightbox published a list of all the abbreviations and icons used in 
the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and is available at 
(http://web.mit.edu/thecity/resources/abbreviations_for_sanborn_maps.pdf).  

The article “Introduction to the Sanborn Map Collection” from the 
Geography & Map Reading Room at the Library of Congress provides 
examples of more complex keys 
(https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/sanborn/san4a1.html).  
 
Individual Maps 
The individual maps in a volume provide genealogists and researchers with a unique map view that 
shows the layout and the internal construction of the buildings within a 6-block area. These maps 
include: 

• Natural features such as rivers, canals, lakes, and dams,  
• Railroad corridors, 
• Streets names, 
• Street and sidewalk widths, 
• House and block numbers, 
• Outlines of each building and outbuilding, 
• Location of windows and doors, 
• Building use (sometimes even particular room uses), 
• Property boundaries, 
• Fire walls, 
• Composition of building materials including the framing, flooring, and roofing materials, 

MGC 2022 Virtual Seminar - CONNECTIONS 85

http://web.mit.edu/thecity/resources/abbreviations_for_sanborn_maps.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/sanborn/san4a1.html


Pinpointing Ancestors Using Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
 

© 2022, Susan M. O’Connor, All Rights Reserved. 

• Strength of the local fire department, indications of 
sprinkler systems, 

• Location and type of fire hydrants and fire alarm boxes 
• Water and gas mains, 
• Homes of prominent individuals,  
• Names of most public buildings, churches and businesses, 

and  
• Direction of true north 

 
Updates 
New editions of maps for a location were published every 5 to 10 
years or when there was notable growth and development within 
the city or town. Between editions of published volumes, map 
updates were sent out as “correction slips.” Sanborn employees, called “pasters” or “correctors” would 
visit subscribers’ offices to paste the slips on top of the old maps. 

Locating Sanborn Maps 
The Sanborn Maps collection at the Library of Congress (www.loc.gov) should be the first place to look 
for Sanborn maps. Over 25,000 map images from over 3,000 map volumes covering all 50 states as well 
as Canada, Mexico, Cuba sugar warehouses, and U.S. Whiskey warehouses are available online. The 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps Online Checklist (https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/sanborn/) provides a 
searchable database of the Sanborn Maps Collection at the Library of Congress. As maps come out of 
copyright, they are digitized and made available online. 

Sometimes a search using “Sanborn Fire Map LOCATION STATE” will result in being able to access the 
desired map that is online.  

Additional Sanborn maps are available online at ProQuest, public and private colleges and universities, 
and state libraries, as well as public and private colleges and universities. Many of these same locations 
have bound volumes of Sanborn maps for their localities. The Union List of Sanborn & Other Fire 
Insurance Maps by Philip Hoehn shows the availability of Sanborn maps throughout the United States 
(https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/sanborn_union_list). Do not be surprised if the maps in these 
repositories are not available online or require an online account, sometimes for a fee. 
 
If the maps for a municipal location are bound into multiple volumes, there is little correlation between 
the map numbers and the image numbers for a volume.  It may take a few tries before getting to the 
desired individual map.  You have to figure out the numbering scheme.  If image #3 brings up map 104, 
then it’s likely that image #33 will give you map 134.  You have to do the math. 
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Sanborn Maps and the Genealogist 
Genealogists can find themselves balancing and correlating information from multiple sources: a zone 
atlas, a city directory, a census record, and a street map, sometimes all at once. Frequently elements of 
all these can be found in Sanborn maps alone.  

Sanborn maps provide information about: 
• The actual location where ancestors lived,
• The conditions under which ancestors, lived,
• Proximity of local cultural, religious, and civic organizations,
• Information about businesses and industries where ancestors worked,
• Correlating data from city directories, census records, and social or fraternal organizations,
• Recognizing clues for written records and other resources,
• How an area or building changed or grew over time (time series), and
• Ownership of large tracts of land.

Researching with Sanborn Maps 
• Get as much information as possible about the ancestor you are researching:

o Address where an ancestor worked or lived
o The name of the business or industry where they worked
o The name of the church where they worshiped, were baptized or married
o The school they or their children attended

• Find the location on a current map.
• Try to find the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map at the Library of Congress. If not, identify the

repository that holds the needed map.
• Understand the title page in the Sanborn map set, particularly the key.
• Identify the individual map in the volume by

o using the street index, or
o comparing the topographical features and street names in the current map to those on

the title page of the Sanborn volume.
• Identify the address on the Sanborn map.
• Use the key to get a complete picture of where an ancestor worked or lived.
• Correlate this information with that obtained from other sources.
• Use the information from the Sanborn maps as steppingstones to additional resources.

Know the history of the place 
When using the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps is it important to know the history of the location you are 
researching. Was the location absorbed into another city or town? Was the location calved off to form 
or to become part of another city or town? When did these events happen? Are there multiple streets 
with the same name in the location? Was the location ever known by another name? For example, if 
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one is researching in Boston, it is critical to know when the section of Boston was annexed or merged in 
order to know how to search for the specific Sanborn map. It wasn’t until 1911 that Hyde Park was 
annexed to form what we now know as the City of Boston. 

Two personal discoveries because of the Sanborn Maps 
Jan/John Kmiec (abt 1872-1923) 
Jan/John Kmiec is the great-grandfather of several of my cousins. Census records, vital records and city 
directories revealed that he: 

• Was born about 1871-82 in Lesko, Austria (now part of Poland) to Piotr and Antonia Kmiec. 
• Arrival at Ellis Island 21 May 1891. 
• Married Katarzyna Wrona, 22 Jan. 1894 at St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Church in Chicopee, 

Mass. Jan and his wife had 11 children, all born in Chicopee, Mass., and baptized at St. Stanislaus 
Bishop and Martyr Church. 

• Was naturalized 19 May 1900, Chicopee Police Court, Chicopee, Mass. 
• Died 14 June 1923, Chicopee, Mass., and buried 2 days later in Calvary Cemetery, Chicopee, 

Mass. 

From 1894 to his death in 1923, Jan worked as a cotton weaver, a mill 
operative, and a loom fixer in a cotton mill, all in Chicopee. From 1900-
1912 he and his family lived at 206 Front Street, Chicopee. They moved 
to 15 Union Street, Chicopee, sometime in 1912 and lived there until his 
death in 1923. Three of his daughters also worked as weavers in a cotton 
factory. None of the records specified the company at which they 
worked. Contemporary maps show 206 Front Street as the backside of a 
strip mall. 

With the information gleaned from Sanborn maps, I learned that 206 
Front Street was a 3 ½ story brick tenement owned by the Dwight 
Manufacturing Company. He could only live there if he worked for the 
company. His daughters also worked at the same company. It was a 15-
minute walk from his home to St. Stanislaus Bishop and Martyr Church. 
 
The street where I grew up 
When I was a child, my family lived on Taylor Street in Chicopee Falls, Mass. My parents were married at 
St Patrick’s Church, Sheridan Street, Chicopee Falls, and I was baptized there. When doing a time series 
for St. Patrick’s Church, I discovered that prior to about 1902, Taylor Street was called Exchange Street. 
Why the name change? Likely, because the end of the street stretched to the river and was a shortcut 
for employees to enter the Belcher & Taylor Agricultural Tool Company located barely a stone’s throw 
away. 
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Summing it all up 
While it may seem daunting at first to find and understand Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, the 
information they contain makes learning how to use them well worth the effort. Hopefully, you now 
know where to look and what to look for in the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps. 

Resources 
“Daniel Alfred Sanborn,” Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Alfred_Sanborn).  
“Fire Insurance Maps at the Library of Congress: A Resource Guide,” Library of Congress Research Guides 

(https://guides.loc.gov/fire-insurance-maps/introduction). 
“Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps—Locating other Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps,” University of Central 

Florida (https://guides.ucf.edu/sanborn/home).  
“Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps Online Checklist,” Geography & Map Reading Room, Library of Congress 

(https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/sanborn/). 
“Sanborn Insurance Maps – Related Resources,” Geography & Map Reading Room, Library of Congress 

(https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/sanborn/san3.html). 
“Sanborn Map Abbreviations and Map Legend”, EDR Lightbox 

(http://web.mit.edu/thecity/resources/abbreviations_for_sanborn_maps.pdf). 
“Sanborn Maps – About this Collection,” Library of Congress Digital Collections 

(https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/).  
“Sanborn Map Company Inc.”, Encyclopedia.com (https://www.encyclopedia.com/books/politics-and-

business-magazines/sanborn-map-company-inc).  
Geospatial Resources & Map Collection, “Maps and cartography:  Using Sanborn® Fire Insurance Maps,” 

Ball State University Libraries 
(https://lib.bsu.edu/collections/gcmc/tutorials/MapsandCartographySanborns.pdf) 

Hodnefield, David, “How to Interpret Sanborn Maps,” Historical Information Gatherers 
(http://www.historicalinfo.com/fimo-interpret-sanborn-maps/). 
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Hoehn, Philip, “Union List of Sanborn & Other Fire Insurance Maps,” University of Berkley Earth Sciences 
& Map Library (https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/sanbul_MA.html). 
Note: Change the state abbreviation in the URL to access information on various states. 

O’Neal, Elizabeth Swanay, “Using Fire Insurance Maps for Family History + Where to Find them Online,” 
“Heart of the Family (https://www.thefamilyheart.com/fire-insurance-maps/). 

Palmer, Kristi L., “Fire Insurance Maps: Introduction and Glimpses into America’s Glass Manufacturing 
History,” University of Indiana Scholar Works 
(https://scholarworks.iupui.edu/bitstream/handle/1805/3910/GlassSanborn.pdf?sequence=4). 

Tomlison, Clint, “How to Read a Sanborn Map,: The Ohio State University 
(https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/16b485a6b43541efbe8e8cf9fc3612d5). 
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• Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Chicopee, Hampden County, Massachusetts. Sanborn Map

Company, Nov. 1915. Map. https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn03707_006/.
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When a research question cannot be answered directly, analysis of information from multiple 
sources, and then correlating the information may provide evidence to answer the question. 

When no birth record was found for my research subject, piecing together clues from other 
sources provided evidence to identify the child’s father.  

Vital Records in Massachusetts 

Massachusetts vital records are recorded by the town clerk. Beginning in 1841, copies were 
sent to the state annually. There should be both a local copy and a state copy of a vital record 
for these.  

There may be a third copy of a marriage record if the bride and groom lived in different towns 
and the marriage took place in another town. 

Where to Find Vital Records 

City or Town City or Town Clerk 
State Before 1925 Massachusetts Registry of Vital Records & Statistics 

After 1925 Massachusetts Archives 

Tips 

• Find out what records exist, for the place and time you’re researching and where to find
them.

• Understand the record set before you examine it. Why was it created? How is it
organized? Review any introductory material. Are there last-minute updates at the end?

• Always read the research guide before using a new record set.
• Any time a record is copied or abstracted, errors may be introduced, or information

omitted. Examine the original record whenever possible.
• Always look at all copies of a record. One may have additional information.
• When examining a register, check for a name index, usually found at the beginning of

the book.
• Become a subject guide expert for the place you are researching.
• Try to break your own hypotheses.
• Stay organized so you don’t have to repeat work. Use timelines and write as you go.
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• Keep track of FANS (family, associates, and neighbors). 
 
Resources, Online 
 

Archdiocese of Boston Archives 
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/archives  
 
Boston City Directories Online 
https://guides.bpl.org/genealogymain/directories 
 
Boston Public Library eCards 
https://www.bpl.org/ecard/  
 
DNA Painter Shared cM Project 4.0 tool v4 
https://dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4 
 
FamilySearch WIKI, Massachusetts 
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Massachusetts,_United_States_Genealogy  
 

 Genealogy Guide – Archdiocese of Boston 
 https://www.bostoncatholic.org/sites/g/files/zjfyce871/files/2021-

01/Genealogy%20Guide%202_0.pdf  
 
Laws about Adoptions, Out of Wedlock Births 
Section 2A: Disclosure of Information about vital statistics; conditions 
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter46/Section2A 
 
Chapter 210: Adoption of Children and Change of Names 
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartII/TitleIII/Chapter210  
 
Catholic Records – American Ancestors 
https://catholicrecords.americanancestors.org  
 
Roman Catholic Church Records 
Massachusetts: Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston Records, 1789-1920 
https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/2726/massachusetts-
roman-catholic-archdiocese-of-boston-records-1789-1900  

 
Vital Records 
Massachusetts indexes to births and marriages (1841-1920), deaths (1841-1971) 
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/1054041?availability=Family%20History%
20Library 
 
Massachusetts, U.S., Birth Index, 1860-1970  
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3928/ 

 
Massachusetts State Vital Records, 1841-1920 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1928860 
 
Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Vital and Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Vital and Town 
Records, 1626-2001 Records, 1626-2001 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2061550  
 
United States Births & Christenings, 1817-1961 
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/united-states-births-and-
christenings-1817-1961  
 
United States Marriages 
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/united-states-marriages  

Resources, Print 

Board for Certification of Genealogists [BCG]. Genealogy Standards, 2nd ed. Nashville, 
Tennessee : Ancestry.com, an imprint of Turner Publishing Company, 2021. 

Lainhart, Ann Smith. Digging for Genealogical Treasure in New England Town Records. 
Boston, Massachusetts : New England Historic Genealogical Society, 1996.  

Lambert, David Allan. Massachusetts. NGS Research in the States Series, Special 
Publication Number 129 Arlington, Virginia : National Genealogical Society, 2018.  

McClure, Rhonda. Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 6th ed. Boston, 
Massachusetts: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2022. 

 
Repositories 
 

• Archdiocese of Boston Archives 
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/archives 
 
66 Brooks Drive 
Braintree, MA 02184 
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617-746-5897
archive@rcab.org

• Boston City Archives
http://www.boston.gov/departments/registry/researching-your-familys-history

1 City Hall Square 
Room 213 
Boston, MA 02201-2006 
617-635-4175
registry@boston.gov

• Massachusetts City and Town Clerks
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleclk/clkidx.htm

• Massachusetts Archives
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcgen/genidx.htm

220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
617-727-2816
archives@sec.state.ma.us

• Massachusetts Registry of Vital Records & Statistics (RVRS)
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/registry-of-vital-records-and-statistics

150 Mount Vernon St., 1st Floor 
Dorchester, MA 02125 
617-740-2600
vital.recordsrequest@state.ma.us
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This lecture will discuss the 1919 Boston Police Strike Project, conducted by the Boston 
Police Archives, Joseph P. Healey Library at UMass Boston and a host of volunteer 
genealogists.  While the 1919 Boston Police Strike set Calvin Coolidge on the road to the 
White House, the 1100 plus strikers were consigned to unemployment and anonymity. 
Armed only with an index card with each striker’s name, volunteer genealogists fleshed out 
the later lives and stories of the strikers.  The result is an interactive public database, a 
reunion for 500 striker descendants, and documentation of the lives of men who took a 
stand.  You might use these methods to document your own “everyman” ancestors. 

Resources 

 “Roll Call” website explaining project, with database of strikers and detailed research, 
interviews, maps, timeline, and film of centennial event with descendants.  
https://www.bpstrike1919.org/ 

Boston Police Department Annual Reports  https://guides.bpl.org/BostonReports/ Annual 
Reports of Police Department, lists of city employees with home addresses, and 1919 
Records of the Police Commissioner 

1901 Boston Police Yearbook with short biographies an photos of officers 
https://archive.org/details/officersmenstati00tapp/page/n4/mode/2up 

Boston Social Club Register – the records of the strikers’ Social Club 1920 – 1970, donated 
by a striker family https://archive.org/details/bostonsocialclub00vari 
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Research Guides: Boston (City) Departmental Reports: Police Department 

TIARA – The Irish Ancestral Research Association – has rescued and organized the 
insurance records of the Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters.  The records are on 
deposit at UMass Boston and contain information on thousands of families.  
https://tiara.ie/projects/foresters-project/  

Voting lists for Boston 
https://archive.org/search.php?query=subject%3A%22List+of+Residents+--
+Massachusetts+Boston%22

Calvin Coolidge’s papers are at the Forbes Library in Northampton, Massachusetts   
http://forbeslibrary.org/coolidge/    

R e c o m m e n d e d  R e a d i n g s  

“Boston Police Vote to Unionize, Precipitating Riots,” Mass Moments 
website. http://massmoments.org/moment.cfm?mid=237. 

Green, James R. and Hugh Carter Donahue. Boston’s Workers: A Labor History. (Boston: 
Boston Public Library, 1979). 

Koss, Frederick Manual. “The Boston Police Strike of 1919.” Ph.D. Dissertation, Boston 
University, 1960. 

Lyons, Richard L. “The Boston Police Strike of 1919.” The New England Quarterly, vol. 20, 
no. 2, Jun. 1947, pp. 147-168. 

Police Commissioner for the City of Boston, Citizens’ Committee to Consider the Police 
Situation. The Boston Police Strike: Two reports, 1919. (New York: Arno Press, 1971). 
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Exploring your Ancestry at the American Antiquarian Society 

Kimberly Toney, Head of Readers’ Services, ktoney@mwa.org / 508-471-2171 

2022 Virtual Massachusetts Genealogical Council Seminar 

April 2-April 30, 2022 

The American Antiquarian Society (AAS) is a national research library of American history and culture through 

1876 which has been sharing American stories for more than two hundred years. Founded in 1812 by 

Revolutionary War patriot and printer Isaiah Thomas, the American Antiquarian Society is both a learned 

society and a major independent research library located in Worcester, Massachusetts. The AAS library today 

houses the largest and most accessible collection of books, pamphlets, broadsides, newspapers, periodicals, 

children's literature, music, and graphic arts material printed through 1876 in what is now the United States, 

as well as manuscripts and a substantial collection of secondary texts, bibliographies, and digital resources and 

reference works related to all aspects of American history and culture before the twentieth century. AAS was 

presented with the 2013 National Humanities Medal by President Obama in a ceremony at the White House. 

Overview of AAS Collections 

The American Antiquarian Society aims to collect one example of everything printed in what was once British 
North America before the year 1877 (and a few collections extend through 1900), as well as select 
manuscripts. In two centuries of collecting, AAS has accumulated some four million items towards that 
comprehensive goal and continues to add to these holdings through active acquisitions guided by our 
collecting policies.  

The American Antiquarian Society General Catalog contains records for the Society's collections of books, 

pamphlets, manuscripts, newspapers, lithographs, and broadsides. For information on the cataloging status 

of each collection, consult the individual collection descriptions. 

Genealogical Resources 

The American Antiquarian Society has a very strong collection of published genealogical material focusing on 
early North American lines of descent, including French-Canadian genealogies. Currently, the collection 
numbers over 17,000 family histories, plus 2,000 genealogical reference works.  

The collection includes some of the earliest genealogies published in the United States: Roger Clap's Memoirs 
of Capt. Roger Clap (Boston, 1731), which includes a "short account of the author and his family," compiled by 
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James Blake, Jr. Bibles with manuscript notes entered by family members are an excellent and often 
overlooked source of information for genealogists. The Society has a collection of these Bibles, with access 
provided in the catalog by family name. The Society also holds an excellent collection of family trees and 
genealogical charts, including the Bechtel family tree pictured at right. 

There are a number of genealogical sources available in microform. Jay Mack Holbrook's Massachusetts Vital 
Records continues the earlier published records up to 1890 and American Directories produced by Research 
Publications, Inc. which includes United States directories published through 1880. 

Digital Resources 

The American Antiquarian Society provides access on its campus to a wide array of digital collections, 

databases, and indexes. Remote access for these resources is not available unless otherwise noted on our 

website. 

Available digital resources include Ancestry, New England Historical Genealogical Society databases, America’s 

Historical Newspapers, Heritage Quest, American Ancestors, America’s GenealogyBank, Farber Gravestone 

Collection, and more. 

Planning Your Research Visit 

At this time, the Society is accepting researchers by appointment only. Appointments must be made at least 
one week in advance, using our in-person research request form. 

The library is open, free of charge, to readers over the age of 18 with projects that our collections support. 
High school students who need to use the collection must be accompanied by an parent or guardian. 

All new readers are required to register and present two forms of identification (one bearing a photograph, 
e.g., a driver's license or passport) upon their first visit to the library. To protect readers' privacy, Social
Security cards and credit cards are not acceptable forms of identification. Readers' registrations must be
updated annually.

New readers then meet with a staff member in the introductory gallery to discuss their research interests and 
to review AAS's reading room policies and procedures, including how to use My Web AAS, our online request 
system. 

The Society’s Hours Are: 
Monday: 9-5 

Tuesday: 10-5 
Wednesday: 9-5 

Thursday: 9-5 
Friday: 9-5 

Directions and Parking

Please check the AAS website for regular updates to the above information. 
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Riders in the Storm: A History of the Fifth Massachusetts Volunteer 
Cavalry 

John Warner – Introduction 

Riders in the Storm is divided into eight chapters. There are two appendices; one is a 
Report from the Joint Standing Committee on Military Claims of the Massachusetts House and 
Senate, dated 30 April 1866, about recruiting troopers for the Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry. The 
Report describes a particular, documented instance of recruiting for a specific Black regiment, 
but more general conclusions may be drawn from it. The other appendix is a reprint of Paul 
Dunbar’s “The Colored Soldiers.” Dunbar’s father, Joshua Dunbar, mustered out as a sergeant in 
Company F of the Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry, so Paul Dunbar had personal knowledge of what 
it was like to serve as an African American soldier during the war and then to have that service 
ignored.  

The eight chapters of the book proceed in a linear and chronological way. Each chapter 
has a phrase or theme introducing it, often the phrase used is a direct quote from a primary 
source. Chapter One, Black Men in Blue Uniforms, introduces the reader to the use of African 
American troops by going back to their enlistment during the American Revolution and the War 
of 1812. Sources such as Dudley Cornish’s The Sable Arm, Black Troops in the Union Army, 
Benjamin Quarles’ Lincoln and the Negro and Mary Berry’s Military Necessity and Civil Rights 
Policy are cited to give a general overview of the first two years of the Civil War and the 
tentative steps towards recruitment. Ray Basler’s edited Works of Lincoln as well as a biography 
of Edwin Stanton and Gideon Welles’s published diary give quotes from the President and his 
Cabinet. Chapter One sees the first of hundreds of quotes in Crossed Sabres from The War of the 
Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, the 
records published over the twenty-eight years from 1880 – 1901 in 128 volumes. The chapter 
shifts to Massachusetts from the national scene once the Emancipation Proclamation is 
promulgated. Central figures in raising Massachusetts three Black regiments include Governor 
John A. Andrew, Adjutant General William Schouler and businessman and philanthropist John 
Murry Forbes, each of whom left a voluminous written record of their activities. Raising those 
African American regiments was a challenging, almost daunting task. Public opinion in 
Massachusetts at the time was almost exclusively expressed in newspapers, all of which had a 
specific editorial slant. This overview of public opinion is framed by Edith Ware’s book, 
Political Opinion in Massachusetts During the Civil War and Reconstruction. Ware’s work, 
supplemented by research in newspapers on microfilm at the Boston Public Library gives an 
accurate picture of the Bay State during the Civil War. The chapter then moves on to the winter 
of 1863, when Governor Andrew decided to continue the experiment that Massachusetts had 
begun with the two infantry regiments of African American soldiers.  

There are two records series at the Massachusetts Archives that were extensively used 
that make their first appearance in the narrative. In the files of Governor John Andrew there is 
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Letters Official. These are several hundred letterpress volumes arranged chronologically. A 
letterpress volume is a blank, leather bound book of onion skin pages. Official stationary was 
placed under the onion skin and the letter written through the onion skin, thus making a copy of 
all outgoing correspondence. The other record series, filed by subject matter and by date, is 
known as the Executive Files. Incoming correspondence to Governor Andrew’s office was 
separated by subject and pasted into scrapbooks with marbled covers. Stamps were created for 
the spines of these scrapbooks covering dozens of subjects the governor and his staff dealt with, 
including an Executive Department file for every regiment raised in Massachusetts. The Letters 
Official and the Executive Department Files thus consist of that rare find in historical records: a 
conversation. The remainder of Chapter One examines the efforts to gain official Federal 
authorization to raise a state sponsored regiment of cavalry. The Bureau of United States Colored 
Troops had been created in May of 1863 as a subdivision of the War Department. Governor 
Andrew needed federal approval of a state regiment of African American troopers because he 
needed those men to count towards Massachusetts’s quota of required recruits. Equally important 
and for more altruistic reasons, John Andrew wanted to continue to show that black men could 
be just as good as white in the specialized branch that was the cavalry. Also, Governor Andrew 
wanted to be able to ensure that success by having the authority to pick the white officers. 

 
Chapter Two’s theme is drawn from a newspaper advertisement for the regiment: “That 

Dashing and Brilliant Arm of the Service.” Proceeding chronologically, the chapter opens in 
December of 1863 with several newspaper articles about the regiment and official notice from 
the Massachusetts governor and adjutant general quoted. This chapter introduces the reader to 
the recruitment of African American men for the Union Army at the end of 1863 and beginning 
of 1864. Drawing on records from the Massachusetts Archives, the Official Records and 
published primary sources, the network of recruiters, both black and white, for the Fifth 
Massachusetts is presented. The system of offering bounties and defraying transportation costs 
for African American recruits is examined, as well as the challenges facing those recruits, 
specifically, the issue of unequal pay, threat of murder or enslavement if captured, and the 
unwillingness of state or federal authorities to commission black men as officers. Chapter Two 
closes at the end of January 1864, with a full battalion, organized into companies, recruited and 
sworn into federal service and a description of the camp of instruction, (Camp Meigs), in 
Readeville, Massachusetts. 

 
Chapter Three, entitled “Officers of the Best Character and Experience,” looks at the 

commissioning of officers into the Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry. The chapter begins with an 
examination of the difference between volunteer and regular army officers. There are examples 
of the close interconnectedness of the nineteenth century in that personal relationships played a 
much larger part in the commissioning of officers than credential or bureaucratic process. 
Sources for this chapter include an article in the Atlantic Monthly by Colonel Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson and a paper by Colonel Norwood P. Hallowell that was published in the 
Papers of the Military Historical Society of Massachusetts. Governor Andrew’s papers at the 
Massachusetts Archives continue as a rich source, as are John Murray Forbes’s published letters. 
Two nineteenth century accounts of Massachusetts regiments: James Bowen’s Massachusetts in 
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the War and the two-volume Massachusetts in the Army and Navy, edited by Thomas W. 
Higginson, give background on the prior service of several officers. The Massachusetts 
Historical Society has a plethora of wartime letters written by participants. The letters of Henry 
Sturgis Russell and Charles Pickering Bowditch give an accounting of events as they happened 
to these two men. In the 1930’s, after almost forty years of work, the Massachusetts Adjutant 
General’s Office published the regimental muster rolls in six volumes with index as 
Massachusetts Soldiers, Sailors and Marines in the Civil War. The best way to describe this 
invaluable source of records about the regiment is to quote it directly. From the Preface to 
Volume One of Massachusetts Soldiers, Sailors and Marines, “The movement to provide for the 
compilation and publication of a revised record of the Massachusetts soldiers, sailors and 
marines in the military and naval service of the United States in the Civil War was inaugurated 
about the time of the Spanish-American War and found embodiment in Chap. 475 of the Acts of 
1899. . . .Some idea of the magnitude of the work accomplished may be gained from the 
following details. Over 1, 000, 000 original records have been examined and copied, in most 
cases each on a separate slip, records found on original enlistment papers, muster-in rolls, 
descriptive rolls, town reports, casualty lists, monthly reports, hospital records, muster-out rolls, 
and miscellaneous papers. All the cards or slips relating to men who served in Massachusetts 
units were then sorted and allocated by companies and regiments. First the slips belonging to 
each individual soldier had to be selected out and arranged in order in little packs by themselves. 
Then the packs had to be arranged alphabetically under their proper company heads. Finally the 
assembled records of the companies were arranged in order under their respective regimental 
designations.” Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors is used extensively throughout the book 
beginning in Chapters Two and Three, which take place in Massachusetts and are about the 
recruitment and formation of the regiment. Continuing with the linear and chronological style of 
the narrative, Chapter Four, “Trained to the Sabre,” takes the reader from January/February 1864 
until the end of April 1864. With the exception of most notably a Lieutenant Colonel and a few 
enlisted men short of the maximum allowed for each company, the Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry 
was replete and training as cavalry troopers was progressing. That training is documented in the 
regimental order books, held by the National Archives as the regimental documents were turned 
over to the War Department in 1865. Additionally, there is information in this chapter about the 
procurement of weapons and horses for the regiment, numbering in April 1864 over 950 officers 
and men. The rescinding of the promise to pay a $325 dollar bounty to the African American 
men who traveled to Massachusetts to enlist in the regiment is examined as is the impact that 
decision had on recruiting and desertion. Chapter Four ends in dramatic fashion, with the 
regiment ordered to the front in Virginia and Governor Andrew insisting that the Fifth 
Massachusetts be accepted as a regiment of African American cavalry.  

Chapter Five, “Actuated by Patriotism,” is somewhat longer than previous chapters 
because the six weeks covered in the narrative, May to mid-June 1864, includes a discussion of 
the regiment’s deployment to Virginia as part of the Union Army. The chapter begins with the 
train trip south, recounting events as told in the letters of Captain Charles Bowditch and First 
Sargent Charles Douglass. Regimental records and the Governor’s records at the Massachusetts 
Archives are consulted. When the four battalions of the regiment joined together outside of 
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Washington, DC the Official Records describe what occurred next. Battles and Leaders of the 
Civil War, as well as Stephen Starr’s Union Cavalry in the Civil War describe the use of cavalry 
and the formation of Army Corps in May of 1864. Overall strategy for the Union attacks against 
the Confederacy that month are outlined in Grant’s Memoirs, Hattaway and Jones’ How the 
North Won and the masterful account by a contemporary general officer, Andrew Humphreys’ 
The Virginia Campaign of ’64 and ’65: The Army of the Potomac and the Army of the James. 
The memoirs of other participants, including Benjamin Butler (Butler’s Book) and William 
Farrar Smith, From Chattanooga to Petersburg Under Generals Grant and Butler are also 
consulted. The overall theme of this chapter is to go from the “big picture” strategy down to the 
enlisted trooper. The best modern study of the campaign the Fifth Massachusetts participated in 
is by William Glenn Robertson, Back Door to Richmond, The Bermuda Hundred Campaign 
April-June 1864. One additional voice, added to official reports, contemporary letter and 
newspaper accounts is that of Thomas L. Livermore, a captain on the staff of Brigadier General 
Edward Hincks, the Fifth Massachusetts’ division commander. Livermore’s Days and Events 
was an indispensable source for an eyewitness account from a veteran officer. Chapter Five ends 
with the regiment going into battle, with accounts provided by Trooper Charles Beman and 
Captain Charles Bowditch. 

 
Chapter Six, “Cavalry in Fact as Well as Name,” traces events in the regiment’s history 

from June 15, 1864 until the end of September of that year. The reports issued by Generals 
Hincks and Smith of XVIII Army Corps are examined as well as Major General Butler’s reaction 
and that of the Union Army high command. The failure to capture the city of Petersburg, 
Virginia is examined in the writing of several participants. Events in the regiment are told in 
Captain Bowditch’s letters as well as “soldier letters” published in the pages of the black-owned 
Weekly Anglo-African newspaper. Towards the end of June 1864 the Fifth Massachusetts 
Cavalry (dismounted) was taken out of its assigned infantry brigade and sent to Point Lookout, 
Maryland to guard Confederate prisoners of war. A description of the camp is given as well as 
reactions to being guarded by African-American troopers is found in letters from Confederate 
prisoners as well as the writing of Sidney Lanier, who was prisoner in the camp and wrote about 
his experiences in his novel Tiger Lilies. A petition to Governor Andrew from forty-three non-
commissioned officers and three privates requesting that he make good on his promise that the 
regiment would be cavalry, found in the Massachusetts Archives, is discussed. Also drawn from 
records in the Massachusetts Archives, there is an extensive discussion about securing a 
lieutenant colonel for the regiment, critical for the leadership of the regiment after Colonel 
Russell and Major Zabdiel Adams were wounded in battle on 15 June. The promotion of Captain 
Charles Francis Adams, Jr. of the First Massachusetts Cavalry to the Lieutenant Colonelcy of the 
Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry and his efforts to procure horses for the regiment is discussed, 
largely drawn from his letters and the Adams Family papers held by the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. September of 1864 finds the regiment still guarding prisoners of war in Maryland but 
now also training as cavalry.  

 
Chapter Seven covers the fourteen months or so from August/September of 1864 until the 

regiment returned to Boston in November of 1865 and was paid off and the men returned to 
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civilian life. The chapter runs 82 pages long, beginning with the regiment at Point Lookout 
Maryland guarding Confederate prisoners of war. The discharge and departure of Captain 
Charles Bowditch and First Sergeant Charles Douglass due to illness in August and September is 
noted, as well as activity in the regiment as described in the letters Lt. Colonel Charles Adams Jr. 
wrote to his family. October 1864 saw the arrival of 2nd Lieutenant Edward J. Bartlett from 
Concord, Massachusetts. Bartlett was a keen observer and a faithful correspondent. His 
description of guard duty and cavalry training are invaluable. There is an in-depth discussion of 
military justice and the court martial process during the Civil War as shown by events in the 
regiment garnered from records in the National Archives. In late March of 1865 Colonel Charles 
Adams, who acceded to command of the Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry after the resignation of 
Colonel Russell in February, had the regiment returned to service in the field. The regiment, as 
part of the XXVth Army Corps, was one of the first units and the only African American cavalry 
regiment to march into Richmond, Virginia on April 3, 1865, mere hours after the Confederate 
Army and government had abandoned the city. Vivid descriptions of a burning Richmond are 
provided by Trooper Charles Beman, whose letter to his father was published by the Weekly 
Anglo-African, as well as letters by Adams, Bartlett and an account by Colonel George A. 
Bruce, who was present with a detachment of the Fourth Massachusetts Cavalry, writing for the 
Military Historical Society of Massachusetts. Eyewitness civilian accounts are found in Burke 
Davis’s To Appomattox: Nine April Days. Regimental records and letters from participants show 
what the regiment was doing after the two main Confederate Armies had surrendered, bringing 
the narrative to May and June of 1865. Sources concerning the situation in Mexico during the 
1860’s are found in the Cambridge History of Latin America, James Callahan’s American 
Foreign Policy in Mexican Relations and William Richter’s The Army in Texas During 
Reconstruction. The National Archives again provided orders and reports which give a good 
picture of the Union Army’s deployment of the XXV Army Corps to Texas in 1865. Chapter 
Seven’s introductory phrase, “He had No Effects,” refers to a report from the Corps D’Afrique 
Hospital in New Orleans, Louisiana, reporting on the death by dysentery of Trooper Morris 
Herman in August of 1865.  

 
Chapter Eight is entitled “Losing the Peace,” and describes the post-war activities of 

some of the troopers and officers. Manuscripts in the Library of Congress were consulted for the 
Papers of Frederick Douglass as well as a letter from Sergeant Major Christian Fleetwood of the 
Fourth United States Colored Infantry Regiment. The poetry of Paul Dunbar, son of Sergeant 
Joshua Dunbar is examined as well as articles in the Dictionary of American Biography on 
brothers Charles and Henry Bowditch. Charles Adams, Jr.’s posthumously published 
autobiography has the author’s reflections on his service with the Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry. A 
“biographical sketch” of Colonel Harry Russell was found in a John Morse’s Sons of the 
Puritans, published in 1908. Lieutenant Daniel Chamberlain’s career, who became attorney 
general and governor of South Carolina after the war is examined in the larger context of 
Reconstruction. For Reconstruction, Eric Foner’s masterful Reconstruction: America’s 
Unfinished Revolution is consulted as well as other primary and secondary sources. The records 
of the Robert A. Bell Post of the Grand Army of the Republic, which had several members of the 
Fifth Massachusetts Cavalry as members were also useful. The chapter ends with reflections 
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given in two speeches by Frederick Douglass in 1880, reflections on how far African Americans 
had come since the war and how far they had to go. 
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An Overview of Genealogy Resources 

at the Boston Public Library 
Jessy Wheeler, Genealogy Specialist 

Research Services 

Boston Public Library 

jwheeler@bpl.org

Introduction 

Good Things to Know about the BPL 

 Our hours are subject to change

 Some collections may not be available or have limited availability due to

renovations, COVID restrictions, staff shortages, or a combination of factors

 There are two buildings which are connected: The McKim Building (entrance on

Dartmouth Street) and the Boylston Street Building (entrance on Boylston Street)

 There is no one place where all genealogy materials can be accessed

 Genealogy materials are primarily located in the McKim Building

Tips for a Successful Research Trip 

 Have a good idea of what you are looking for, whether it’s a specific record or piece

of information

 Keep in mind that we are not professional genealogists

 Don’t be afraid to ask for help

 Contact us in advance to:

o Find out if a collection you’re interested in is available

o Make sure we’ll be open on the day you want to come

o Make sure we can assist you if you have a complicated research question

MGC 2022 Virtual Seminar - CONNECTIONS 117

mailto:jwheeler@bpl.org
mailto:jwheeler@bpl.org


The McKim Building 

 Genealogy material can be found in the following departments: 

o Norman B. Leventhal Map Center: 1st floor, holds vast collection of maps and 

atlases (https://www.leventhalmap.org/) 

o Delivery Desk: 2nd floor, maintains most collections housed in the closed 

stacks area (https://www.bpl.org/services-central-library/delivery-desk/)  

o Research Services: 2nd floor, Washington Room (service desk) & Bates Hall 

(collections) (https://www.bpl.org/services-central-library/research-

services/)  

 McKim 1st floor map- https://guides.bpl.org/ld.php?content_id=65471257 

 McKim 2nd floor map- https://guides.bpl.org/ld.php?content_id=65471262 

 

Accessing Materials 

 A library card issued within Massachusetts or a research card is required for access 

to all closed-stack materials in the McKim Building. 

 Patrons may obtain a card, free of charge, at the Borrower Services desk at the 

Boylston Street entrance or at the Delivery Desk. 

 Materials described here outline the major categories of genealogically-related 

items available in the Library's subject departments and collections 

 Many items are obtained from the Research Library Stacks by submitting a request 

slip with the pertinent information to the Delivery Desk. Turnaround time is 

approximately 15-30 minutes. 

 Some materials are stored off-site and may be inaccessible; we suggest that you 

contact us ahead of time for details. 

 

Getting a BPL Card or eCard 

 Anyone who lives, works, goes to school, or owns property in Massachusetts is 

eligible for a library card or eCard at the BPL 

 Physical library cards can only be obtained in person at a BPL location 

 eCards can be obtained on our website 

 A library card from any public library in Massachusetts can be registered at the BPL 

for use here 

 Anyone visiting the library in person from out-of-state can get a research card that 

will grant access to all resources in the building 

 

Catalogs 

 Online catalog – can be searched remotely without a library card at www.bpl.org. 

(mainly 1974-present)  

 Microfiche catalog – located in Washington Room, includes items published prior to 

1974 which may not be in online catalog  
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 Genealogy card file – located in Bates Hall, includes published genealogy and vertical 

file materials. Materials are requested from the Book Delivery Desk unless 

otherwise noted. 

 

Print Resources 
 

Published Genealogies (Delivery Desk) 

 Family histories, compiled by either professional genealogists or family members, 

that list ancestors in that family 

 They can contain information about the person’s life including birth, marriage, 

death, and may have more extensive biographies 

 The BPL has a  large collection of genealogies, primarily focusing on families from 

Massachusetts and New England 

 Content and format will vary depending on the author and type of publication 

 Many were privately printed and donated to BPL by family members 

 Genealogies published prior to 1923 have all been digitized, links to online versions 

can be found in the online catalog- https://bpl.bibliocommons.com/ 

 

Vital Records (Washington Room) 

 Government produced records documenting births, marriages, and deaths 

 They can contain information about a person’s residence or occupation in addition 

to information about their parents, spouse, or children. 

 The BPL has Published indexes for most cities and towns in Massachusetts and 

electronic access via Ancestry Library Edition and American Ancestors 

 Books in this collection covers births, deaths, and marriages from founding of town 

to 1849/50 

 

Town/County Histories (Bates Hall) 

 Histories of a place, primarily cities/towns but some covering entire counties 

 Can contain information about founders and other prominent residents of place, as 

well as local landmarks and businesses 

 The BPL has a collection covering most cities/towns in Massachusetts 

 Will usually include histories of towns from their founding to the point that the book 

was published, sometimes will have a smaller scope 

 

Immigration Records (Washington Room) 

 Records of immigrants traveling from other countries to the United States, primarily 

passenger listings 

 Can contain information about the person’s family and place of origin 

 The BPL has books offering both guidance on research in general and researching 

immigrants from specific countries as well as microfilm sets of passenger listings 
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 Material in books is drawn from numerous sources 

 Books might consist of index entries only, and contain only names and dates 

 

Passenger Lists (Washington Room) 

 Records of people who arrived on a ship. Usually arranged by date and show the 

ship and the last port. 

 They can contain information about who the person travelled with, where they were 

from, where they were going, and how old they were. 

 The BPL has: 

o a microfilm collection mostly for passenger ships arriving in Boston, covering 

1820-1943 

o Electronic access via Ancestry Library Edition  & FamilySearch.org 

o Indexes covering other ports and time periods 

 Records in our microfilm collection are based on the work done by the Works 

Progress Administration in the 1930s 

 

Newspapers (Washington Room) 

 The BPL has: 

o A large collection of newspapers on microfilm from all over the world, 

primarily covering the United States and Massachusetts 

o Access to databases indexing numerous newspapers, primarily covering 

Massachusetts 

o Obituary indexes which include the date of publication and in cases of larger 

sets, the name of the newspaper 

 

Probate Records (Washington Room) 

 The BPL has: 

o The Probate Records of Essex County, Massachusetts 

(https://tinyurl.com/3sxaf863)  

 Index only, available online via Hathi Trust- 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008912649  

o Middlesex County Probate, 1648-1871 (https://tinyurl.com/mtw8afrj)  

 Index only, available online via Family Search (must create free 

account to view)- https://tinyurl.com/2p9xjyhf  

o Probate Index, Norfolk County, Massachusetts ... 1793-1900 

(https://tinyurl.com/2rn34z2d)  

 Includes links to digitized volumes 

o Suffolk County Probate, 1636-1893 (https://tinyurl.com/znrrnvp3)  

 Index only, available online via Hathi Trust- 

https://tinyurl.com/mr3r8rdt  

o Index to the Probate Records of the County of Suffolk, Massachusetts...(1910-

1922)- https://tinyurl.com/34b7rtxb  
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o Index to the Probate Records of the County of Worcester, Massachusetts...( 

https://tinyurl.com/2p956byc)  

 Index, available online via Hathi Trust- https://tinyurl.com/ycket6rt  

o To see more probate records available at the BPL, check out this listing on 

our online catalog- https://tinyurl.com/4my83jrf 

 

Land & Tax Records (online) 

 The BPL has: 

o Book of Possessions of the Town of Boston, c. 1644-1693 

(https://tinyurl.com/akncjvy9)  

 Records land transactions and holdings of the residents of Boston 

o City of Boston Tax Records, 1780-1821 (https://tinyurl.com/2p8zduuu)  

 About 1,350 manuscript volumes of Boston tax records digitized on 

the Internet Archive 

o More information about the collection can be found in this guide- 

https://guides.bpl.org/boston_tax_records 

 

Cemetery Records (Bates Hall) 

 Includes the location of the grave, date of burial, and in some cases headstone 

inscriptions 

 Some published volumes have been digitized and are available online through our 

catalog- https://tinyurl.com/yzfns7vh 

 

City of Boston Records (Washington Room) 

 What Are They? 

o Publications of various City departments and other documents produced by 

the city 

 Why Are They Useful? 

o Can contain information about the streets and buildings where ancestors 

lived, as well as information about ancestors involved with city government 

 What Does the BPL Have? 

o City Council Proceedings (1868-2015, with gaps) 

o Directories of City Officials and Employees (1905-1937) 

o School Department publications, including: annual reports, manuals, and 

school committee proceedings 

 

Record Commissioners Reports (Washington Room) 

 The office of Record Commissioner was established in 1875 “to complete, as far as 

practicable, the record of births, deaths, and marriages in the town and city of 

Boston prior to A.D. 1849.” 

 By 1909 the series included reprinted historical documents covering various 

aspects of government aside from births, deaths, and marriages 
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 The BPL Has: 

o Complete set of reports in hard copy, 39 volumes containing records 

covering 1634-1822 

o All have been digitized and are available on the Internet Archive- 

https://guides.bpl.org/BostonReports/RecordCommissioners 

 

City Directories (Washington Room) 

 A listing of residents organized by last name of head of household and/or by street 

address 

 Can contain name of a spouse, occupation, and occasionally a date of death 

 The BPL has: 

o Microfilm & hard copies of cities and towns in Massachusetts, format varies 

depending on year 

o Electronic access via various databases and websites 

 

Lists of Residents (Washington Room) 

 Boston Lists of Residents 

o Covers 1919-present, with gaps 

o Many have been digitized and are available online 

 Non-Boston Lists of Residents 

o Years held for each town vary, we do not have complete runs of any of them 

o Some can be found on online catalog however not all of them are 

 

Society Directories (Washington Room) 

 Only included the wealthy and prominent citizens of Boston 

 The BPL has: 

o Clark’s Boston Blue Books, in hard copy from 1876-1937 

o Boston edition of the Social Register from 1890-1976 (with gaps) 

o National edition of the Social Register from 1977- present 

 Many directories have been digitized and are available online- 

https://tinyurl.com/txs5extt 

 

Harvard Class Reports (Washington Room) 

 Reports are submitted by alumni themselves 

 Usually includes information about class members that have died since the previous 

report 

 Some significant anniversary years (i.e. 25th & 50th) include photo sections 

 The BPL has 1813-present, with gaps 

 More information, including a list of volumes held, available here- 

https://tinyurl.com/2p94nkbe 
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Military Records (Bates Hall) 

 The BPL has:

o Various published records including military registers, pension files, maps

and rosters

o Unpublished material including manuscripts and letters

o Biographical dictionaries & registers

o Regimental histories

o These materials primarily cover the Colonial Wars, the Revolutionary War,

and the American Civil War

Maps and Atlases (various) 

 Fire Insurance and Real Estate Atlases (Washington Room)

 Historical Urban Atlases (Washington Room)

 The Norman B. Leventhal Map & Education Center

(https://www.leventhalmap.org/)

o A public-private partnership with the BPL

o Has a collection of 200,000 maps and 5,000 atlases

o 10,000 digitized maps available online

Electronic Resources 

Databases (accessible with BPL card or eCard except where noted) 

 Genealogy (https://www.bpl.org/resources/biography-and-genealogy/):

o American Ancestors (at Central Library Only)

o Ancestry Library Edition (At BPL locations only)

o Biography and Genealogy Master Index

o Biography in Context

o MyHeritage Library Edition

o Proquest’s HeritageQuest Online

 Newspapers (https://www.bpl.org/resources-types/newspapers/):

o 19th Century U.S. Newspapers

o Gale NewsVault

o MyHeritage Library Edition

o ProQuest Historical Newspapers, Boston Globe and NY Times

BPL Research Guides (https://guides.bpl.org/) 

 Genealogy- guides.bpl.org/genealogymain

 Newspapers- guides.bpl.org/newspapers

 Boston Lists of Residents- guides.bpl.org/residentslists

 Boston (City) Departmental Reports- guides.bpl.org/BostonReports

 Researching at the Boston Public Library- guides.bpl.org/researching

 Directories @ the BPL- http://guides.bpl.org/directories

MGC 2022 Virtual Seminar - CONNECTIONS 123

https://www.leventhalmap.org/
https://www.bpl.org/resources/biography-and-genealogy/
https://www.bpl.org/resources-types/newspapers/
https://guides.bpl.org/
http://guides.bpl.org/genealogymain
http://guides.bpl.org/newspapers
http://guides.bpl.org/residentslists
http://guides.bpl.org/BostonReports
http://guides.bpl.org/researching
http://guides.bpl.org/directories
http://guides.bpl.org/directories


Free BPL Resources (no library card required!) 

 The following online resources that provide access to material held by the BPL are

freely available to all online:

o Boston TV News Digital Library- http://bostonlocaltv.org/

 Searchable content from WGBH, WCVB, WHDH, and Cambridge

Community Television covering 1960-1999.

o Digital Commonwealth- https://tinyurl.com/digitalcommonwealth

 Digitized photographs, manuscripts, books and other material of local

and historical interest from the Boston Public Library and other

libraries, museums, archives, and historical societies in

Massachusetts.

o HathiTrust Digital Library- http://catalog.hathitrust.org/

 Digitized books, government publications, and other documents from

the collections of an international community of research libraries. All

material is indexed and searchable, but access to full reproductions is

limited to material not under copyright.

o Internet Archive- http://www.archive.org/

 Digitized texts, audio, video, software, and archived web pages,

including books, manuscripts, and other written documents from the

BPL.

o Obituary Database – https://obits.bpl.org/

 An index of obituaries that appeared in the Boston Evening Transcript

, Boston Globe, and the Boston Herald/Herald American. Currently

covers 1932 through 1941 and 1953 through 2010.

o Open Library- https://tinyurl.com/jh863kmm

 Over 100,000 eBooks available for borrowing and reading in-browser

or on mobile devices using Adobe Digital Editions. Creation of a free

account is required for borrowing.
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Tools & Techniques for Connecting with DNA Matches 

MASSACHUSETTS GENEALOGICAL COUNCIL SEMINAR 2022 

Jennifer Zinck, CG®  |   jenzinck@gmail.com   

SETTING EXPECTATIONS 

Before beginning the process of working with other living people, it’s important to have an 

understanding of potential implications and outcomes of the research and set reasonable 

expectations. Genealogists have the chance to learn about the research subject(s) during the 

research process, but the people on the other end of a communication may be learning 

things that are completely new to them. They may be caught off guard. Their first reaction 

may not be their permanent reaction. It can be useful to step back and allow them time to 

digest. 

FACILITATING CONNECTIONS 

There are decisions to be made when it’s time to connect with someone. To call or to write? 

Some people choose to write letters to send in the mail and some people opt for a telephone 

call. Online contact, either by email or social media, is a popular method of communication. 

Depending on the situation, any of these may be appropriate. Sometimes it is worthwhile to 

spend time learning about the individual or the family before making contact and 

sometimes it is more efficient to simply reach out and open a line of communication.  

Each of the major consumer DNA testing companies offers a way for individuals to contact 

their DNA matches. 

❖ AncestryDNA – Ancestry.com offers an internal system for contacting other users.

❖ Family Tree DNA – Family Tree DNA provides an opportunity for test-takers to

directly share emails.

❖ 23andMe – 23andMe offers an internal matching system for contacting other users.

❖ MyHeritage – MyHeritage offers an internal matching system for contacting other

users.

SHARING INFORMATION 

When making a first contact, it usually helps to explain who you are researching and why it 

is important. In situations where you and the person you are contacting know someone in 

common, that can be incredibly helpful. For example, if someone is a cousin of your 

grandparent, let them know that you are that person’s grandchild. They will usually be 

much more inclined to speak to you. Remember, people are rightfully wary of scams these 

days. 

If you would like a person to share information or consider DNA testing, be sure to provide 
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them with enough information so that they can make a fully informed decision about their 

participation. In return, offer to provide documents and information related to their branch 

of the family. Thank the person for their time, even if they do not make an immediate 

decision about whether to contribute to the research or not. 

If a researcher plans to share or publish information about their new connections, ask for 

permission in writing. It is usually easiest to seek permission at the time you are working 

together and when the person is being familiarized with the research in order to provide 

informed consent. Getting permissions in order while actively communicating will save time 

later. 

INTERNET SEARCHES 

Internet searches for living people require additional considerations. Unlike deceased 

individuals, living people have privacy rights that must be considered. While some of the 

technical aspects of searching are the same, greater care must be taken to safeguard 

information. 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Social media websites often allow glimpses into the lives and connections of people. 

Different types of social media tend to appeal to different demographics, and this is 

especially true of age. Younger people tend to gravitate toward platforms like Tik Tok, 

Snapchat, and Instagram “Insta.” Adults tend to use Facebook and Twitter more, along with 

Pinterest for hobbies and LinkedIn for professional connections.  

❖ Facebook   

❖ Twitter  

❖ LinkedIn  

❖ Instagram  

❖ Snapchat  

❖ Tik Tok  

❖ Pinterest  

PEOPLE SEARCH DATABASES/DATA AGGREGATION WEBSITES 

The following is a list of potentially useful data aggregation databases and websites, both 

free and paid. The utility of each tends to vary based on specific circumstances.  

❖ Ancestry US, Public Records Index, 1950-1993, vol. 1, *allows exact birth 

date search https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1788/   

❖ Ancestry US, Public Records Index, 1950-1993, vol. 2 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1732/  

❖ Ancestry, U.S., Index to Public Records, 1994-2019, *allows birth month and 

year search https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62209/  

❖ Been Verified https://www.beenverified.com/  
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❖ FamilyTreeNow https://www.familytreenow.com/  

❖ Intelius https://www.intelius.com/  

❖ MyLife https://www.mylife.com/  

❖ PeekYou https://www.peekyou.com/    

❖ PrivateEye https://stevemorse.org/birthday/privateeye.html  

❖ SearchPeopleFree https://www.searchpeoplefree.com/  

❖ Spokeo https://www.spokeo.com/  

❖ ThatsThem https://thatsthem.com/  

❖ TruePeopleSearch https://www.truepeoplesearch.com/  

❖ Truthfinder https://www.truthfinder.com/  

❖ Whitepages https://www.whitepages.com/  

 

OBITUARIES 

Obituaries are one of the most readily available resources to place a person within their 
family group and reveal connections. Sometimes obituaries contain significant amounts of 
information, but it is important to remember that the informant is not identified and the 
quality of the information should always be considered. Obituaries may provide information 
about relatives in different locations, who can be otherwise challenging and time-consuming 
to find. 
 
It is often possible to identify a person’s relatives by entering their name and the word 
“obituary” in an internet search box. This will pull up not only an obituary for the person of 
that name, but an obituary in which they are named as a relative. If successful, this can be 
one of the most efficient ways to quickly identify family members. This works especially well 
when trying to determine the name of parents and siblings. Obituaries can often push the 
research back a generation by naming the parents of the deceased and sometimes birth 
location and date information. 
 
Legacy.com assists funeral homes with sharing information about obituaries. The guest 
books often contain useful information and the names of family members of the deceased. 
The entries are often addressed to specific members of the deceased’s family. Additionally, 
they might reveal relationships between the deceased and the person leaving the message. 
Look for clues in the details. 
 
If an obituary is not found via online newspaper database sites or Legacy.com, it can be 

worthwhile to follow up with a local library. Many libraries retain microfilm copies of local 

newspapers and will copy an obituary for a small fee. If the library does not offer this 

service, consider hiring a local researcher. 

NEWSPAPERS 

Popular newspaper database websites aggregate publications from a variety of locations. Be 

sure to check to see if newspapers for the area and time period being researched are 
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available before using a general search box on the website. If there are no papers for the 

location and time period on the site, a researcher should not expect to find what they’re 

looking for. 

When “clipping” newspapers at online websites, be familiar with their policies. In some 

cases, clipping the newspaper leaves a research trail. If your research is sensitive, as it often 

is with living people, it may be important to be as stealth as possible while performing the 

research. 

❖ Chronicling America https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  

❖ GenealogyBank.com https://genealogybank.com/  

❖ Newspapers.com https://www.newspapers.com/  

❖ Newslibrary.com https://nl.newsbank.com/  

What does the local, state, or university library have to offer? Many of these repositories 

hold additional newspaper database subscriptions, some of which are available online.  

FEDERAL DATABASES 

❖ Federal Communications Commission – amateur (ham) radio 

https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchAmateur.jsp 

❖ U.S. Federal Government Employee Lookup 

https://www.federalpay.org/employees  

OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES 

❖ Canada Finder http://www.canadafinder.ca/ 

❖ Canada Records Finder https://recordsfinder.com/canada/  

❖ PeopleSearch-UK https://peoplesearch-uk.co.uk/  

❖ Public Record Search UK https://www.publicrecordsearch.co.uk/  

❖ UKPeopleSearch.com http://www.ukpeoplesearch.com/ 

STATE, COUNTY, AND LOCAL RECORDS 

❖ Business records  
❖ Court records 
❖ Land records 
❖ Probate records 
❖ Professional licenses  
❖ Tax records 
❖ Vital records  
❖ Voter Registration Records  

YEARBOOKS & SCHOOL RESOURCES 

Both high school and college yearbooks can be useful resources for finding and connecting 

living people. When a location and approximate year of birth are known, yearbooks can help 

to narrow searches.  
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