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LEGISLATIVE ALERT

PROPOSED LEGISLATION
filed by the
DEPT. OF PUBLIC HEALTH
VITAL RECORDS TASK FORCE

Extensive study and analysis of this legislation i1s
needed to safeguard access for genealogical re-
search. The following report is submitted by Shir-

ley M. Barnes, Director of Civil Records

The Massachusetts Genealogical Council Com-
mittee on Civil Records has formed a genealogi-
cal Task Force to study proposed legislation filed
by the Dept. of Public Health as a House biil tor
action in the 1993 session of the state legislature.
It is long and complicated. A DPH Task Force on
Vital Records has been working for a year and a

half on revisions to the Massachusetts General
L.aws concerning births, deaths and marriages.

The present section 2 of Chapter 46 of the MGL
says the town clerk will preserve all returns of

births, marriages and deaths and shall convenient-
ly arrange them for examination. This makes
these records available to research, and certainly
implies that they are public records, under the

generally understood meaning of that phrase.
This whole concept has been removed.

Original records would be filed at the state level
only, with copies to the towns. A new repository
would need to be built, and more employees

would be needed. Most requests for copies of
records would have to go to the state, as towns

would not be notified of residents born or dying 1n
other towns. A surcharge of $2.00 per each certif-
icate requested is to be added to the cost of each
certificate.

Records are to be closed for research and copies
for a 50 year period for marriages and deaths, and
a ninety year period for births, if you are not

closely related to the person for whom you are re-
questing the copy. Genealogical research would
be controlled by regulations decided upon by the
Dept. of Public Health. These regulations would
be reviewed by a permanent vital records im-
provement committee, chaired by the Registrar.
One of the public members of this committee is to
represent the genealogical community. We are
asking that there be 2 public members chosen
from a list submitted by the Massachusetts
Genealogical Council. We are also asking that
members of a genealogical society iegaily 1n-
corporated in the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts be added to the list of those who would be
allowed to receive copies and inspect records,

We object to the provision which would allow the

destruction of ORIGINAL records after
reproductions have been made.

We would prefer that the present section 2 of
Chapter 46, and section 2A remain the law. The
Registry has been trying to close the records for
almost 20 years, under various arguments for con-

fidentiality. The latest one is welfare fraud.

The bill proposes that marriage and death records
from 1900 to 1945 be transferred to the State Ar-
chives, while calling for the closing of any records
less than 50 years old. Only birth records over 90

years old would go to the Archives, which is the
way the law passed in 1983 handles transfer. But

the 1983 law does NOT close records to us. It
preserves the old records, and makes them totally
public at the state and local levels.
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MASSACHUSETITS GENEALOGICAL COUNCIL
SEMINAR, AND LUNCHEON

SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 1993

9:45 AM to 4:00 PM
U.S. ARMY CORPS of ENGINEERS, BUILDING 126

424 TRAPELO ROAD
WALTHAM, MA

PROGRAM

9:45 - 10:00 Doors open - Registration - Vendor booths open

10:00 - 11:00 Massachusetts Genealogical Council Annual Meeting

11:00 - 12:00 “Come to Your Census - Tips on Using the Federal Census” by Robert Oliphant
and James Holmes

12:00 - 1:30 Lunch - Vendor booths open
1:30 - 2:30 “A Look at Naturalization Records” by Walter Hickey

7.45 - 3:45 “What You’ll Find in the Microtext Department at the Boston Public Library”
by Alice Kane

Hall is handicap accessible
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REGISTRATION FORM Registration including box lunch : $10 per person '

Please reserve seats for the seminar and box lunch
Amount enclosed (Please make checks payable to the Massachusetts Genealogical
Council)

Please return this registration form by February 28, 1993 to:

Massachusetts Genealogical Council
P.O. Box 5393
Cochituate, MA 01778
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MGC ANNUAL MEETING
SEMINAR AND LUNCHEON
MARCH 6, 1993 (Saturday)
U.S.Army Corps of Engineers
424 Trapelo Road, Bldg. #126
Waltham, Massachusetts

Enclosed with this issue of the MGC Newsletter 1s
a program, registration form and sketch map.

Time is short so complete your registration form
and send it with your check before Feb. 28, 1993

to Mass. Genealogical Council, P.O. Box 5393,
Cochituate, MA 01778.

Please note that the registration fee includes a
box lunch and soft drink.

The annual meeting will include the reports ot ot-
ficers and directors, the election of officers and
directors and any other business that may proper-
ly come before it.

Vendors will have items on display and for sale at
tables around the hall.

................................. Qe

The folilowing is the report of the nominating
committee which will be presented at the annual
meeting:

The Nominating Committee wishes to nominate

the following people to serve as Officers and
Directors for 1993.

President: ..........cccccen.ee. Kay A. Gardner-Westcott
Vice President: .......ccoevveeecveennen David G. Dearborn
Yo 051 7: § o) AR OP R ......Garatia Mahoney
TrEASUTET  .uueeeeeeereeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeenanens Rene Dearborn
Director of Civil Records:................ Shirley Barnes
Director of Programs:.........ccou... Sheila Fitzpatrick
Director of Publicity:................. Richard A. Haskell
Director of Research...........coceeeeecee. Sandra Frost

Director of Ways and Means:

Respectfully submitted,
Elmer W. Bigwood

Winifred G. Grinnell
Connie T. Dearborn, Chairperson

1870 U.S. CENSUS
for the
CITY OF BOSTON

Maryann Flaherty of Carroll Genealogical Index-
ing has announced they are indexing the 1870
census for the City of Boston. Wards 1 through 6

are now complete and the remainder, wards 7

through 16 (ward 16 was Dorchester), will be
completed by August 1st. City wide searches will
be done for $4.00 per search (including variations

at no extra charge) or three names for $10.00.
Write for special quantity pricing for more than
three names. Put your requests in writing to:

Carroll Genealogical Indexing
P.O. Box 21
Milton, MA 02187

................................. R
ABOUT BONES

In every organization you will find five kinds of
"bones". Do you recognize any of these bones 1n
your genealogy society?

1. The WISHBONES, they spend their time wish-
ing their society was a success instead of working

for it.

2. The JAWBONES, they talk about the society
being a success but do little else.

3. The KNUCKLEBONES, they knock everything
that everyone else is doing.

4. The BACKBONES, they put their shoulder to
the wheel and get the job done.

5. And thank heavens for the FUNNYBONES,

they make us laugh when we need 1t.

N — S —

Modern Hi-Tech Nursery Rhyme:
The household robot laughed to see such sport,

and the micro-processor ran away with the cel-
lular phone.
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